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Bacillary White Diarrhea (B.W.D.). 
8B. pullorum IsoLATED FROM SPARROWS. 


By T. Darutne, J. H. Mason and W. S. Gorpon, Langley 
Court, Beckenham, Kent. 


We have, without success, searched the literature on 
Bacillary White Diarrhoea of Chicks for any record of B. 
pullorum, the accepted cause of B.W.D., in any animal 
except the domestic fowl. In fact, one writer (1) states— 
““we have examined several thousand birds and find 
the organism to be confined to the ordinary fowl.” 


During the present hatching season we have been in 
touch with many poultry farmers on whose behalf we have 
examined many hundreds of young chicks, and we have 
isolated B. pullorum from 71.6 per cent. A _ poultry 
farmer, from whose young chicks B. pullorum was isolated, 
sent us a sparrow which was caught in the chicken run 
in which the chicks had succumbed to B.W.D. The bird 
showed evidence of diarrhea. From its liver B. pullorum 
was isolated. The organism was typical in every respect ; 
the carbohydrate fermentation reactions were similar to 
those found when using cultures of typical B. pullorum, 
and it was agglutinated by B. pullorum agglutinating 
serum. Broth cultures of the organism were fed to two 
day-old chicks which developed typical B.W.D., and 
B. pullorum was isolated from their livers. Control 
chicks fed with broth remained healthy. 


By the courtesy of the Scientific Poultry Breeders. 
Association, we have been able to obtain sparrows from 
several poultry farmers whose chicks have been affected 
with B.W.D.--the sparrows having been caught in the 
chicken runs. From two sparrows so received, typical 
B. pullorum, responding to the above tests, has been 
isolated. 

These findings open up the question of a further source 
of infection of chicks with B.W.D. 


REFERENCES. (1) Rice, J. P., National Veterinary, 
Medical Association, Annual Report, 1926, p. 62. 


PRIZE FOR RESEARCH INTO AZOTURIA. 


The Société centrale de Médecine vétérinaire (France) 
has accepted the sponsorship of a contest for a prize of 
10,000 francs for the best contribution to the study of 
paralytic hemoglobinuria of the horse (azoturia) that is 
worthy of being judged by a commission of five titular 
members of the society. The prize is offered by Dr. 
Roussel, a titular member, and Mr. Piot-Bey, a national 
associate. In addition, a prize of 3,000 francs will be 


awarded a contribution deserving “‘ honourable mention.” 
The work is to be submitted in the French language and 
before January 1, 1930. 


“ Thoughts on the Horse Parade.’ 


Under the above heading, The Morning Post printed, 
on Easter Tuesday, the following striking tribute to what 
remains the outstanding popular feature of the Bank 
Holiday :— 

“* Just as of yore, with the same pomp and glory, as if 
motors did not exist, the van-horses of London were 
paraded yesterday in Regent’s Park. Sleek as ever, with 
plaited manes and docked tails, bravely caparisoned with 
ribbons and straw, they were led past the judges by their | 
proud drivers, and many who saw the spectacle must have 
been surprised at this impressive proof of the survival of 
the horse. We are apt to think of him as relegated to the 
Row, the racecourse, and the hunting-field, as a creature 
which remains—save in agriculture—only for the sport 
and pleasure of mankind ; but in Regent’s Park yesterday 
there was undeniable evidence that the van-horse is still 
sturdily pulling his weight in the business thoroughfares 
and heavy traffic of the town ; that he still competes with 
the motor lorry, and, so far from being extinct, remains 
fat and flourishing. 

‘We do not propose to be tempted into an economic 
digression on the relative cost of oats and petrol per foot- 
pound of energy: we cheerfully leave such calculations to 
Sir Josiah Stamp ; we merely point out, on the undeniable 
evidence of this van-horse parade, that there must be a 
case for the horse against the motor: otherwise seven or 
eight hundred fat and glossy horses would not have been 
prancing and curvetting in Regent’s Park yesterday. 
And yet if we look along the average West End street, 
with reminiscent eyes, what a change! The mind travels 
back to throngs of horse-’ buses, fleets of hansoms skimmin, 
like swallows, stately broughams and barouches wit 
spanking pairs, the drivers as unmistakably equine as 
their steeds, shiny top-hats worn at a rakish angle, whips 
with their little knots of ribbon—a gaiety and a cheerful- 
ness unknown in these days—and little boys with brushes 
and dust-pans, running in and out with vigilant zeal ! 
Another world of traffic—and how fast it seemed—surging 
east and west at the giddy rate of six miles an hour! 
And now in those once horse-thronged streets, only an 
occasional pair, seemingly more for show than use, pulling 
a whiskey-van, or some dear old lady, oblivious of the 

assage of time, faithful to her coachman and victoria ! 

o, there is no sense in denying’that things have changed 
for man’s noble friend. 

‘For thousands upon thousands of years man was 
content to be pulled behind or ride on the back of a horse 
at a pace which seldom exceeded twelve miles an hour, 
and was generally much less—and in three generations he 
has accelerated until in the air (in the person of Major 
de Bernardi) he has nearly touched 350 miles an hour. 
It is an extension of free-will beyond the dreams of our 
forefathers. If mobility is the key of progress we may say 
that man is advancing ‘ by leaps and bounds.’ But the 
philosopher reminds us that as the earth moves through 
space at rather more than 18 miles a second, the ratio of 
man’s free motion to his compulsory motion is still 
humiliatingly low. And if we extend the comparison to 
the spatial bulk of the universe, we are humbled still 
further: man still moves like a cloud of fretful midges 
within his narrow limits of time and space. Let us admit 
that the old world of the horse seems so happy, looking 
back upon it, that we are glad to have the evidence of the 
van-horse parade that it is not yet—not by any means— 
over.” 


In the same connection, the Post published, on Satur- 
day, April 14th, the following letter :— 
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THe Horse or INDUSTRY. 


Vo the Editor of The Morning Post. 


Sir,—If any evidence is required to prove the fact that 
the horse of utility has not lost his place in the hearts of the 
nation, and is still to be regarded as an economic factor 
in the general commercial activity of the country, it could 
have been supplied by the Van Horse Parads in Regent’s 
Park on Easter Monday. Shortly the London public 
will be treated to a parade of the heavies, when an even 
better display of what this country can produce in horses 
of industry will be witnessed. 

There is no need to lament the fact that motor transport 
and motor power over horse power has come to stay. 
Both have their place in the economic life of the country, 
and economic laws have a habit of determining the proper 
level in industry as in all other activities of life. 

| may say that I have sufficient evidence to show 
that there is a distinct recovery of the position of the horse 
in industry as from the year 1926, at all events in the real 
horse of industry, viz., the heavy and medium heavy class 
of horse. 

It is somewhat different in the case of the light horse of 
trade, the displacement by the light, convenient, and 
comparatively inexpensive motor vehicle, being naturally 
more in evidence. At the same time it is quite a commonly 
acknowledged fact that on a basis of costings per day or 
week, and taking all costings into consideration, horse 
transport, for ordinary trade purposes, is much cheaper 
than motor within a certain radius of employment, such 
radius varying from two miles to eight miles. Of course, 
on a basis of tonnage, or mileage when long distances enter 
into specifications and road transport has to compete 
with railways in heavy haulage, motor transport is more 
economic, but such work is outside the sphere or intention 
of the horse’s utilisation. Present circumstances of his 
service, however, are such as to point to the necessity of 
the greatest care and encouragement being continued 
in his production on the best possible lines, and in the 
direction of those breeds which usage has found to be most 
suitable and adaptable for the trade and commerce of the 
country. 

In a mechanical age, when men’s thoughts are directed 
towards invention of power-saving devices, the interests of 
the well proved economic factor of the horse is apt to 
suffer by default, and it requires the expedients of horse 
perades and shows to keep necessity in its best form well 
before the public. It takes very little to influence horse 
breeding adversely. It seems curious to refer to it in 
these advanced days, but I remember the damping effect 
on horse breeding in Western Canada when the pneumatic 
tyres of bicycles were invented. It is apt to be the same 
in this country with the more recent inventions, but un- 
questionably the set-back in production which the horse 
of industry has received by the introduction of rhotor 
transport has reached its limit, and favourable reaction 
has set in. Following, therefore, on a proved economy in 
commercial usage, it is to be hoped that encouragement 
will be given to the producer, and that he will be enabled 
to reap a reward and profit which he richly deserves.— 
Joun Moore, Major-General. 

16 Frognal Lane, 

Hampstead, N.W.3. 


British Draught Horses. 

The breeding of draught horses has been discouraged by 
the introduction of motor power, but it is still an important 
adjunct of general farming. Some think that it is reecover- 
ing some of the ground that it lost when mechanical 
vehicles began to come into use. The heavy horse has 
certainly won back some of the employment from which he 
was ousted some years ago to make room for the motor 
lorry, but the extent to which he is destined to regain his 
old position in road and street work is still uncertain. 
Motor power has also encroached upon his position on the 
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land, but in this case the machine is used to supplement 
rather than to displace the horse. 

The breeding of Shire, Suffolk, and Clydesdale horses— 
or of the French Percheron—continues to be an important 
feature in British farming. The district and local societies 
that were formed for improving the type of horse in more 
prosperous days for the most part remain active. The 
service they render is of unquestionable advantage in 
extending and supporting the work of the central breed 
societies and in the results it yields to breeders and users 
of these notable animals. The Shire retains its place as the 
premier breed. At the recent show in London there was 
an excellent representation of the great English draught 
horse ; and the class of animal favoured by judges and 
onlookers indicated continued progress towards the 
realisation in animal form of the combination of qualities 
which experience has shown to be particularly desirable 
in the utility horse for the street, the road, or the land. 
The size and weight of the breed are retained, although 
these qualities may be less conspicuous the more perfectly 
they are harmonised with the other merits of the true 
draught animal. The first show of the season was inspiring 
in its high standard of merit, and the business effected in 
letting stallions for the season indicated returning enterprise 
and care in the selection of sires. 

The other breeds have also opened the year under satis- 
factory conditions. The Suffolk Punch more than holds 
his own at home and abroad. The Clydesdale was shown 
in strong numbers and gratifying merit at Glasgow, and 
the export trade in this breed also suggests extending 
favour abroad, especially in Canada. The Percheron 
clings tenaciously to the position he won in the first years 
of his introduction at the close of the War.— The Times. 


Study of Animal Diseases. 


A NEED. 


THe ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Headed as above, the following article appeared in 
The Times of Monday last, from the pen of the Agricultural 
Correspondent to that paper :— 

The letter from the Principal of the Royal Veterinary 
College in The Times of April 16th, respecting the condition 
of that institution, is a reminder of the extraordinary 
apathy of this country concerning the study and suppression 
of animal diseases and ordinary ailments. The pre- 
eminence of Great Britain in the domain of live stock is a 
commonplace, yet in the matter of organised and sustained 
research in things affecting the health and well-being of 
farm animals there are several smaller countries that leave 
us far behind. The position appears to be that up to the 
point that can be reached by skilled management this 
country is still supreme. Our breeds are still the best 
procurable, and continue to be distributed in increasing 
numbers throughout the world, either to be reproduced 
pure or crossed with native types with a view to grading 
the latter up to good commercial levels. The exclusive- 
ness and prepotency of our breeds are unchallenged. 

The weakness in our position reveals itself at the point 
where practice and science meet. It is not suggested 
that the former is without defect, or that the latter has no 
effective work to its credit ; but the study of veterinary 
problems—many of them of fundamental and vital import- 
ance—has not received the concentrated and persistent 
attention that its importance warrants. It is not compli- 
mentary to the premier live-stock country of the world 
that we should have to look to oversea centres for in- 
formation affecting serious animal disorders ; but we are in 
worse plight than if this were the measure of our national 
humiliation. Our stock-owners are eager to glean pre- 
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ventive or curative methods from any source, but they are 
in the difficult and discouraging position of being unable_to 
discover the help they seek from any quarter. Effective 
treatment for many of the everyday misfortunes that 
overtake them has yet to be devised. The field for 
investigation is wide and complicated. 

The losses that accrue annually from inability to regulate 
things in the animal world would be difficult to estimate, 
while the resulting disappointment has driven many 
enthusiastic owners from pursuit of animal breeding, to 
the permanent injury of the business. In the best of 
circumstances the breeding of animals is speculative enough 
to suit the most sporting taste ; with what are believed to 
be avoidable risks added it often disheartens them and 
induces abandonment of the pursuit. In this way capital 
is lost that would be extremely helpful to the maintenance 
of the normal high level of breed merit, and the whole 
industry suffers. It is time something were done to 
repair this long-standing defect in the British scheme of 
things. The achievements of generations of stockowners 
in moulding, fixing, and bequeathing upwards of 70 breeds 
of farm animals deserve something more in keeping with 
the value of their work than relative neglect of researches 
vital to the utilisation of the priceless legacy. 


A FUNDAMENTAL MISTAKE. 


The Royal Veterinary College in London, and corres- 
ponding institutions at other centres in England, Scotland, 
aud Ireland, have accomplished good work, but their 
activities have been restricted because of the limited 
resources placed at their disposal. There is no more 
common error than to regard expenditure and achievement 
as synonymous terms. Nothing is easier than to spend 
money lavishly in work that may bring no appreciable or 
definite benefit. But in this country we have learned to 
count carefully the cost of what is attempted, or attained, 
and sometimes overstep the bounds of prudence in this 
direction. If money for research work be restricted, the 
first course is to determine the manner in which the sums 
available may be expended to best advantage. The live- 
stock interest is so predominantly important to British 
farming that it would be a fundamental mistake to hamper 
the study of animal disorders by limiting grants required 
for the purpose. The Royal Veterinary College, in con- 
junction with other existing institutions, properly equipped 
and staffed, might be made competent to undertake what 
is wanted, at least at the present stages of investigation 
and knowledge, but to continué to hamper the resources of 
these stations in a sense altogether out of keeping with the 
fundamental importance of the problems waiting investiga- 
tion is only to prolong waste and loss. 


STOCKOWNERS’ LOSsSEs. 


Problems like foot-and-mouth disease are grave enough, 
but they do not constitute the chief difficulties and 
grievances of stockowners. These foreign scourges are 
hateful because they multiply and accentuate the results 
of troubles already very severe. Apart from them, there 
is uncertainty associated with animal reproduction and 
management sufficient to repel any but the true-born 
student and lover of live-stock pursuits. The breeding of 
live stock has every appearance of being an engaging and 
profitable employment. As seen from a distance, it 
possesses all the qualities that the sympathetic imagination 
sees in the business it wishes to pursue. Actual experience 
in the work presents a different picture for many. In- 
dividual results vary, but on an average disappointments 
occur with discouraging frequency. It is believed that 
many of the present causes of losses to stockowners of all 
classes might be made amenable to preventive or remedial 
treatment if opportunities for suitable research work could 
be provided. The vital process of procreation is beset 
with numerous risks and uncertainties. There is in this 
sphere alone vast and urgent need for inquiry. The 
results of disorders in the breeding herd or flock spread 


throughout the entire business of farming, whatever the 
system adopted. 

Animal breeding dominates our general agriculture so 
completely that the effects of losses at the source of 
they take various forms and may be 
ittle understood by others than the owners themselves— 
penetrate even to the arable counties themselves. The 
cost of young growing animals required for fattening is 
increased by the blanks that have to be made good in the 
breeding herds and flocks ; in a business like dairying the 
same Class of uncertainties are even more direct and acute 
in their results. It is not an uncommon experience to hear 
amateur critics of farmers talk as if all was plain sailing 
in the management of a herd in milk. In actual practice 
they are fortunate indeed who enjoy even prolonged lapses 
of immunity trom the incidents or accidents that it is 
believed an efficient veterinary service, such as the Princi- 
pal of the Royal Veterinary College seeks to establish, 


would ensure. The country has every reason to be’ 


interested deeply and generously in this matter, and it 
will be another severe blow to British agriculture if the 
response to this appeal falls short of requirements. 


The Ministry of Agriculture. 
By Str Francis Fioup, K.C.B. 


(Latracts reprinted from “ The Times” Agricultural 
Supplement). 

In a debate which took place in the House of Lords some 
years ago on an agricultural topic, a well-known rural 
landowner said that for the past 30 years he had witnessed 
the passage of a large number of Acts of Parliament dealing 
with the problems of agriculture, but he had not noticed 
that any of them had modified appreciably the manner in 
which the industry was carried on. There was some truth 
in this statement. Agriculture is an ancient and slow- 
moving industry, little responsive to revolutionary ideas, 
and accustomed to keep to its traditional practice despite 
the best-laid schemes of Parliament and politicians. 

On the other hand, it cannot be doubted that agriculture 
is continually, without haste but without rest, adapting 
itself to the changing conditions of the time, and in this 
process of development and change the Ministry of Agri- 
culture can claim to have played a considerable part. 
It is nearly 40 years since the Ministry was established as a 
separate Department, and during that period we have seen 
not only the continuance and development of the warfare 
against the introduction and spgead of diseases of animals 
and plants (work which the industry could not have done 
by itself), but also the creation of a complete system of 
agricultural research ; the extension of agricultural educa- 
tion; the provision of an advisory service covering the 
whole country ; the enactment of a minimum wage for 
agricultural workers ; the provision of scholarships ; the 
establishment of facilities for obtaining small-holdings and 
allotments ; schemes for the improvement of livestock ; 
grants for drainage ; the establishment of the sugar beet 
industry ; greater security for tenant farmers; increased 
study of the economics of the industry, and special 
efforts to deal with the problem of marketing. All these 
represent a concerted effort to equip the industry to per- 
form more effectively its national service of providing 
food for the people, and to provide a better livelihood for 
those engaged in it. 

In a short article it is impossible to refer to more than a 
few of the most important aspects of the work of a Depart- 
ment which has to cover so wide a field. Pcrbaps the 
most important is the application of scientific kn..wledge 
to current practice. It is certainly one of the most striking 
features of recent years that farmers to an increasing degree 
are recognising and using the discoveries of science. 
Much still remains to be done. But the foundation has 
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been laid by the establishment, largely by the inspiration 
and guidance of Sir Daniel Hall, of a complete chain of 
research institutes, which together are responsible for the 
investigation of the problems of cultivation, manuring, 
animal husbandry and breeding, plant breeding and 
physiology, the pathology of disease in animals and plants, 

orticulture, dairying, agricultural engineering and agri- 
cultural economics. The institutes depend almost entirely 
on the Ministry for their finances, but they are free to 
carry on their scientific work without official control 


There is no expenditure which is likely to be more 
fruitful in its results, but its effect must necessarily be 
slow, and, in particular, it takes time to bring home the 
results of research to the great body of working farmers. 
The Ministry aims at doing this by the grants it gives 
to the agricultural colleges and university departments 
for their work of educating the coming generation of farmers 
and by paying the salaries of a number of advisory officers 
attached to provincial centres, who are specialists in the 
different branches of agricultural science and are available 
to advise farmers and carry out local investigations. 
In addition, the Ministry gives considerable grants to the 
county councils towards the appointment of agricultural 
organisers and instructors, the maintenance of farm in- 
stitutes, and the provision of demonstrations and ex- 
periments. By these means a network of research, educa- 
tion and advice has been provided throughout the country, 
which is gradually and to an increasing extent improving 
agricultural practice. 


Allied to the general work of education are the schemes 
for live stock improvement and for the encouragement of 
milk recording, which are carried on by the Ministry itself 
through its own staff of live stock officers. The grants 
given for the provision of high-class sires and to milk 
recording societies have already had remarkable results, 
and there is no part of the Ministry’s work which is more 
generally appreciated by farmers or more profitable to the 
nation. 


A very important part of the work of the Ministry 
is the warfare against disease. In recent years we have 
become unploasantly familiar with the baffling scourge of 
foot-and-mouth disease, which has caused such great losses 
both to farmers and to the Exchequer and has seriously 
impeded both the internal and the export trade in animals. 
But we have only to look across the Channel to see how far 
more serious would have been the position if the Veter- 
inary Department of the Ministry, supported as it has been 
by the National Farmers’ Union, had not exercised, with 
unceasing vigilance and instant vigour, the wide powers 
with which the Ministry is endowed to prevent the introduc- 
tion and control the spread of the disease. It has at least 
been kept within bounds and prevented from becoming 
endemic, even if it cannot yet be said that it has been 
completely stamped out like cattle plague, pleuro-pneu- 
monia and rabies. Side by side with the police measures 
against the disease, investigations are being carried on by a 
strong scientific committee in the hope of discovering 
some less costly and less barbarous method than the 
present policy of wholesale slaughter. 


Similarly, in regard to diseases of plants and insect 
pests, the Ministry maintains a watch on dangerous im- 
portations and enforces the requirement that only clean 
and healthy stock may be distributed for sale in this 
country. 


In these days of advertisement even a Government 
Department cannot afford to neglect all proper means of 
bringing its wares to the notice of the public it assists to 
serve. The Ministry endeavours to do this by its monthly 
journal and by over 400 leaflets and other miscellaneous 
publications, including a series of agricultural research 
monographs which are designed to make known in as simple 
language as possible the discoveries and practical applica- 
tion of scientific research. In addition, the Ministry 
uses both the cinema and the wireless to disseminate 
information. 
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Quarantine for Animals. 


NEw THAMES STATION. 


The following article appeared in a recent issue of 
The Times, from the pen of the Agricultural Correspondent 


to that paper :— 

Alternating success and failure in dealing with foot-and- 
mouth disease extending over a number of years—success 
in stamping out the disease and failure to keep it out of the 
country—suggested the necessity of adopting some other 
course if the breeding of pedigree live stock in Great Britain 
in general, and in England in particular, was to be saved 
from collapse. The experience of stockowners with this 
disease since the War has been exceedingly trying. There 
have been intervals of immunity, but scarcely had things 
settled down upon what we should have liked to regard as a 
normal basis, and oversea buyers begun to renew their 
purchases, than the scourge would make a fresh appearance. 
This has been the perplexing experience of English and 
Welsh stockowners during the past eight or nine years—- 
ever, indeed, since the flow of traffic between this country 
and the Continent reverted to the old east to west direction. 
The War-time immunity ceased almost with the War itself. 
The recurring outbreaks have been so uncertain in their 
appearance, alike as to time and place, that the whole 
business of stock-breeding has suffered serious dis-organisa- 
tion and injury. 

Regard for this important branch of the industry 
compelled recourse to some method whereby the worst 
effects of this state of affairs might be mitigated or re- 
moved. The new Quarantine Station is the outcome. 
The provision of what may be only the first of several 
stations of the kind had its inception in the minds of 
disappointed stockowners, although the need for some step 
of the description was recognised also in other circles 
wishing to promote the welfare of a supremely important 
national pursuit. The promptitude with which the 
project has reached active operating form is the best 
evidence possible of the response which the mere mention 
of its intentions awakened. 


Co-OPERATING AUTHORITIES. 


The new station has been created, and will be available 
for administrative purposes, as the result of the co-opera- 
tive services of three representative institutions. The 
Empire Marketing Board has provided the money ; the 
Ministry of Agriculture is to be answerable for the veter- 
inary requirements ; and the Royal Agricultural Society 
has undertaken responsibility for the administrative work. 
It would be difficult to conceive an arrangement that could 
give greater security for the effective development of the 
scheme. Neither British owners, whose souk are to pass 
through the station, nor oversea buyers, whose purchases 
will undergo the stated period of quarantine, could devise 
or seek anything more efficient in eliminating the risk of 
disease in or through animals subjected to isolation and 
examination at the new station. The supreme idea in the 
construction or adaptation of the premises has been to 
ensure immunity from infectious disease. The period of 
quarantine, of course, is not to be the only form of security, 
or test; before reaching the Thames the animals will 
have been subjected to exacting inspection (they and the 
herds from which they are drawn), and taken from disease- 
free areas only. Every precaution imaginable will have 
been enforced to prevent any but healthy animals from 
arriving at the station, and the arrangements provided 
there are to be of the most severe and searching descrip- 
tion. So far as human ingenuity, skill, and care can sift 
things and eliminate risk, this will be done, for nothing has 
been left to chance, and Dominion buyers can feel assured 
that cattle and other stock that undergo quarantine at the 
Thames station can be introduced with complete confi- 
dence, in so far as the risk of scheduled infection is con- 
cerned. 

A word of recognition of the parts played by the different 


co-operating institutions may be appropriate. The joint 
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action is notable and welcome, and it will be hoped that 
it will foreshadow similar movements by representative 
bodies for the promotion of other essential and important 
enterprises designed to help the industry. The interven- 
tion of the Empire Marketing Board is particularly welcome. 
Agricultural institutions will be greatly gratified by this 
practical demonstration of the power and will of the 
Board to co-operate in projects devised to foster home in- 
terests. This new institution could have chosen no more 
fitting form for its initial intervention in support of home 
trade than that of helping the quarantine scheme. In the 
first place, the provision of the station establishes a link 
between home and Empire business, and in the second it 
aims at encouraging the continued breeding of pedigree 
animals in Great Britain. Without a remunerative 
market for the surplus sires, the herds and flocks of the 
country will be in grave danger of decreasing in number 
and deteriorating in merit. As the history of pedigree 
stock breeding in Great Britain suggests, the resources of 
the country in highly-bred animals extend and increase in 
proportion to the activity of the market for offspring suit- 
able for the oversea countries in need of the replenishing 
influences of the exclusive British blood. In sollsbenating 
so generously and timeously in developing the quarantine 
station principle, the Empire Marketing Board has at once 
given proof of its willingness to help home interests and 
won the gratitude of British stockowners. 


THe MINISTRY’sS PaRT. 


The Ministry of Agriculture is equally discreet and effec- 
tive in the form of its co-operation. The Veterinary Depart- 
ment of the Ministry enjoys the confidence of stockowners 
in the fullest measure. Whatever differences have existed 
on odd occasions have been traceable to circumstances 
affecting the occurrence of this or other diseases ; there irs 
rarely a murmur suggestive of lack of confidence in the 
efficiency of the administrative work of the Department. 
The share of the responsibility accepted by the Ministry 
was wisely chosen and goes far to inspire confidence at 
home and abroad. 

The Royal Agricultural Society was obviously the proper 
body to be entrusted with the administrative duties under 
the scheme. The society is a strong and intimate link 
between stockbreeders and the other parties to the powerful 
coalition, in the sense that it is comprised largely of 
farmers themselves. The practical knowledge which the 
Council possess, pertaining to the management of animals 
and the control of disease, renders them exceptionally 
competent to look after the interests of British stockowners, 
while the world-wide reputation of the society will be a 
guarantee to importing countries that their interests 
likewise are in cole keeping. The council of the society, 
particularly the veterinary committee, have worked with 
diligence to bring about the result which is to be signalised 
to-day on the Thames. They are fully alive to the fact 
that the proceedings in which Mr. Amery, so appropriately, 
takes a leading part merely mark the beginning of their 
larger responsibilities, but, appreciating the vital signifi- 
cance of the issues involved, they will exert themselves 
to hold the balance evenly between the parties more im- 
mediately concerned, and there can be no doubt as to the 
result. 

The establishment of the quarantine station principle 
is not intended to abate the efforts to discover the channels 
through which this foreign disease finds access to our live- 
stock. It is merely meant to be an effective alternative 
to intermittent stoppages of a business fundamental to 
the successful development of Empire agricultural enter- 
prises and prosperity and almost equally important to the 
maintenance of the breeding of the best classes of pedigree 
animals at home. It is unfortunate that the occasion 
should ever have arisen for recourse to a proceeding of the 
kind, but important benefits may accrue in traditional 
fashion, and discernible in other directions, from the 
union of forces for effective co-operation which the emer- 
gency has induced. 


Mis-statements concerning the Profession. 


We reproduce below further correspondence to that 
reprinted from the Luton News in last week’s Record, 
which has passed in the interval between Mr. 8S. J. Bennett 
and Major Kirk on the subject of the newly-established 
Animal’s Dispensary in the Bedfordshire town :— 


To THE EDITOR. 


Sir,—In further reply to Major Kirk’s letter, I desire 
to say that if my previous letter gave the impression that 
the staff of these dispensaries are qualified veterinary 
surgeons, I withdraw the word “specialist.” To imply 
however, that only veterinary surgeons are competent to 
treat suffering animals is, I submit, absurd. 

The veterinary surgeons, as a profession, are antag onistic 
to the P.D.S.A. who for the last nine years have treated 
hundreds of thousands of animals belonging to people, 
99 per cent. of whom could not have afforded even a reason- 
able fee charged by a veterinary surgeon. Why have no 
dispensaries been established by the veterinary surgeon ? 

The People’s Dispensaries treat between 1,000 and 1,500 
cases each working day. All they ask of Luton people is 
to bring their sick and suffering dumb friends to 16 Hast - 
ings Street, and judge for themselves._—Yours, etc., 
STANLEY J. BENNETT. 

Coombewood, Ashton Road, Luton. 

9h Aprii, 1928. 


Sir,—I am sorry again to encroach upon your space, 
but I have read Mr. Bennett’s letter with some interest, 
and would like the favour of being allowed a final reply. 
The information as set out by Mr. Bennett, coupled with 
the fact that he delayed supplying it for two weeks, leads 
one not unnaturally to believe that his letter is inspired. 

Mr. Bennett’s suggestion that quacks are equally com- 
petent to treat sick animals as are qualified men, is, of 
course, unworthy of argument ; but one wonders whether 
he would entrust any serious ailment of his own to an 
unqualified or quack doctor. 

Mr. Bennett states that the P.D.S.A. has treated hun- 
dreds of thousands of animals during the last nine years, 
and asks why the veterinary profession has established 
no free dispensaries. ‘This, of course, lays bare his ignor- 
ance of the true facts, as he cannot be aware that every 
veterinary college in the kingdom has its own free dispen- 
sary, where “ hundreds of thousands” of poor people’s 
animals have been treated, not for the last nine years, but 
many of them for the last 70 years, and one since 1791. 

These animals, moreover, are_,treated by experienced 
——- from whom all graduates gain their primary 

nowledge, and from whose teachings and experiences the 
quack ultimately and indirectly gleans some smattering. 

In addition, every practising veterinary surgeon is in 
himself a “‘ free dispensary,” because, as I have previously 


affirmed, few, if any, of them would be so inhumane as to 


refuse to tend a sick animal if so requested by a person 
unable to pay. This is being done every day, and is not a 
matter of hearsay or conjecture. 

It is necessary to question the truth of the huge statistics 
published by Mr. Bennett when he speaks of 1,000 to 1,500 
cases being treated each day. If I am not greatly mis- 
taken, the method of recording the numbers is as follows :— 
A case coming in one day is noted down ; if it returns the 
same day or on the following one it counts as two cases. 
If it returns again and again, the total of so-called cases 
treated mounts up to a high figure. 

One cannot, of course, do other than admire the en- 
thusiasm of individuals for the welfare of animals, but the 
interests of the latter will not be furthered by overstating 
the case, by departing from facts, or by attempts to mis- 
lead the contributing public—Yours, ete., HAMILTON 
Kirk. 

67 Wigmore Street, London, W.1. 
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Cardiac Tonics. 


Though much has been written on the subject of heart 
tonics, the uncomplicated effect of these drugs upon the 
heart has never been clearly defined. Most of the older 
investigations were made on the frog’s heart under con- 
ditions which do not exist in normal life, and the con- 
clusions drawn from these experiments are unconvincing. 
Study of the isolated heart, and even of the heart left in 
the hody of the frog, are not suitable for drawing deduc- 
tions as to the effect of heart tonics in man. Since the 
chambers are more or less empty in the isolated heart, the 
organ performs much less work than in the living animal. 
Moreover, experiments on the whole frog, though furnish- 
ing many very important facts, do not indicate simply 
the direct effect of drugs on the heart, since this effect 
might be complicated by the drug action on the nervous 
system, which might in turn modify the heart rate, with 
a resulting alteration in output. Again, cardiac tonics 
might conceivably affect the vessels, and, consequently, the 
venous inflow and the ventricular output, thus obscuring 
the direct cardiac effect of the drug. In the Journal of 
Physiology for February 10th, 1928, there is an interesting 
paper by Mr. R. Bodo, who describes a series of experi- 
ments in the department of physiology and biochemistry 
of University College Hospital. Mr. Bodo tried to obviate 
the defects in previous work ; dogs were used, and Starling’s 
heart-lung preparation seemed to be the most suitable, since 
in it the environmental conditions of the heart—namely, 
the temperature, the composition, alkalinity, volume, and 
pressure of the entering blood, and the opposition to 
the outflow offered by the arterial resistance—can be 
exactly controlled, changed within very wide limits, or 
kept unaltered during the whole of the experiment. A clear 
definition of heart-tone is essential, and Bodo adopts 
Starlinz’s conception of the mechanical efficiency of the 
muscle fibre—that is, the relation of the mechanical 
energy to the total energy liberated. Among the heart 
tonics investigated were digitalis, caffeine, camphor, and 
strychnine, both as regards their effect on the heart muscle 
fibres and on the coronary circulation. In order to obtain 
further evidence as to a possible relation between vhese two 
effects, certain other drugs, not usually considered as heart 
tonics, but known or suspected of having an effect on the 
coronary circulation, were examined. These were the 
nitrites (both amyl and sodium), insulin, pituitrin, and 
quinidine. The mechanism of tonic action was found to 
be the direct opposite of that which occurs during dilata- 
tion of the heart. When the tonic effect begins to be 
apparent there is a transitory increase in the output and 
a gradual decrease in the heart volume, until a state is 
reached at which the output is again equal to the inflow, 
but the heart volume is smaller. Decrease in volume is 
said to be the important therapeutic effect of tonics 
upon the heart. Judged by these experiments digitalis, 
caffeine, and insulin produce their tonic effect by enabling 
the heart to expel the same amount of blood with a smaller 
average heart volume. This effect is, after digitalis 
administration, delayed but lasting; after caffeine it is 
relatively rapid in onset, but evanescent ; and after insulin 
it could be observed only once in each preparation. The 
common view that digitalis increases the diastolic volume 
is said to be certainly incorrect. Camphor, sodium nitrite, 
pituitrin, and quinidine cause dilatation of the heart, but 
strychnine and amyl nitrite have no cardiac tonic effect. 
Digitalis, caffeine, camphor, and the nitrites increase the 
coronary flow, the two Somee only slightly, the two latter 


in a very high degree; while pituitrin, quinidine, and 
insulin diminish the coronary flow, the two latter only in 
large doses, small doses being without effect. Apart from 
the case of pituitrin, there exists no obvious relation 
between the tonic effect and that produced on the coronary 
= by administration of these drugs.— British Medical 


The Veterinary Record. 
28th April, 1928. 


THE INDUSTRIAL HORSE AND 
PRODUCTION. 


It is gratifying to note from contributions in this 
week’s issue that the London public has not lost 
interest in its horses ; indeed, opinion is universal that 
the position of the horse of industry has improved, 
that his decline in the commercial activity of the 
country has reached rock bottom, and that there are 
evident signs of his more general use in our great 
cities and towns. Business firms, carrying companies 
and municipalities acknowledge that in certain aspects 
of their undertakings, notably for local and short 
distance work, there is economy in the use of the horse 
as against the motor, and as good business is founded on 
economic measures, or has these as its chief merits, 
it is anticipated that the horse will continue to find 
favour in the industrial life of our country. Un- 
fortunately the comparatively sudden iniroduction 
of mechanical means, following on the reduction of 
horses during the war, reflected adversely on horse 
production, the depressed state of agriculture generally 
adding its quota to the damping-down process that 
prevailed, It is all the more pleasing, therefore, 
that the tide would appear to have turned, and that 
conditions are now more favourable. 

The horse of industry being intimately associated 
with our agricultural enterprise, it is right that first 
thoughts should be turned to the farmer and producer 
of the agricultural-cwm-industrial horse, for unless 
profit to the farmer is forthcoming on the disposal 
of his product for town industrial purposes, a shutting 
off of production must result. Demand, however, 
creates supply ; demand and supply of the right article 
also establish the profit and the economic level. 
We heartily support every encouragement given to 
the producer, and join in all measures and propaganda 
which will keep the industrial horse in public favour, 
and prove the necessity for his continued production 
on sound utilitarian lines and as a real economic 


entity. 
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Treatment of Fits. 
By Herspert Buckincnam, M.R.C.V.S., Norwicu. 


I am curious to know if the following treatment produces 
quicker results than *‘ swinging,” as suggested by Mr. Ryan. 

Subject.—A smooth-coated Fox Terrier dog, one year old. 
Standing in my garden one morning in the year 1922, 
about 9 a.m., I heard a dog making a very loud noise. IL 
went into The Parade and saw a gentleman about 200 yards 
away, carrying the dog. 

The dog continued yelling even after he had been brought 
into my house. 

I immediately put him well under chloroform and then 
injeeted hypodermically half-a-grain of morph. sulphate, 
[ then placed him into a padded, well-ventilated, tea 
chest and shut the lid. 

He remained quiet until his owner came for him at | p.m. 

He did not have another fit until a week after; he was 
then brought to me in the same condition (at about | p.m.). 
| repeated the treatment and he went home again at 9 p.m, 

He has never had another fit. However, during the 
next twelve months, directly he was let out cach morning 
at 8 a.m. he would elevate his head, shake it twice, stretch 
out his front legs and then trot off, behaving in a perfectly 
normal manner, the above symptoms occupying not more 
than ten seconds. 

He is still alive and well. 

This treatment suggested itself to my mind because the 
dog was making so much noise and seemed as if he would 


continue to do so indefinitely, which would be a cause of 
complaint by my numerous neighbours. 1 did not wish 
to destroy the patient. 


Calif with Dioephalic Skull. 
By Ernest Warprop, M.R.C.V.S., Wisbech. 


On the 17th of last month I was called to attend a 
Shorthorn cow for delivery of her third calf. On manipu- 
lation, I found the forelegs of the calf within the vagina 
and the head depressed between them. Raising of the 
head revealed what appeared to be a bifurcated skull. 
After a short time I effected delivery without injury to 
dam or foetus. 

The calf was normal with the exception of the skull, 
which shows two distinct faces with complete upper and 
lower jaws and four eyes—two centrally situated in one 
socket, the other pair being placed in normal positions. 
The creature takes its feed of milk by means of a bottle at 
either mouth. Each palate shows a distinct cleft. Up to 
the present the calf has not been able to stand, though it 
appears to be thriving. 


Puncture of the Heart.* 
By Captain Epwin K. Rogers, U.S. Army Veterinary 
Corps. 


About 9-30 a.m., December 2nd, 1927, L was called out 
to the target range to see Horse #4C73, of Troop C, Fifth 


*Reprinted from U.S. Atmy Veterinary Corps Bulletin, Vol. XXI, 
No. 3, March 14, 1928. 
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Cavalry, which had been accidentally shot with a 45 
calibre pistol. 

The accident occurred while mounted pistol practice 
was being given to some recruits. Six or eight recruits 
riding abreast at the gallop would lire at their individual 
targets a few paces before riding past them. The rider 
of one of the horses noticed that the animal stumbled just 
before reaching the targets on one of the rounds, but 
recovered himself without falling, went on past the targets 
and back to the starting place again. On the next round 
the horse refused to go past the targets and almost fell 
when stopped a few feet beyond. The rider dismounted 
and examined his mount to see what was wrong and found 
a bullet wound about half-way up on the left side over the 
13th rib. The horse was also bleeding from the nostrils. 

When I arrived at the target range about twenty or 
thirty minutes after the accident, | found the horse to be 
very uneasy, with muscles trembling, legs about to give 
way, mucous membranes very pale, pulse imperceptible, 
frothy hemorrhage from the nostrils, and a little blood 
coming from the bullet wound. No probing of the wound 
was done for fear of infection, but it was decided that the 
animal had been shot by a rider who was ten or fifteen 
feet to the rear of the injured horse, and that the bullet 
had ranged forward and inward, and had penetrated tho 
lungs and probably injured one of the large blood vessels 
in the thoracic cavity. 

It was decided to take the animal to the veterinary 
hospital by truck. Getting the truck to the target range 
required about half an hour and during thls time the 
horse lay down for fifteen or twenty minutes, but was up 
again when the truck arrived. The ramp for the tail-end 
of the truck was only about L2 feet long, which made the 
incline rather steep and the horse absolutely refused to 
climb it. His exertion from resisting being put into the 
conveyance was so great that it was decided that it would 
be less severe to walk the animal to the hospital than it 
would be to foree him into the truck. The saddle blanket 
which had been used to keep the horse warm worked back 
over his rump and he tried his best to buck it off, showing 
that there was considerable strength left. A dose of 
aromatic spirits of ammonia was given before starting and 
another when half the distance had been covered, and the 
horse was led the mile and a hali*to the hospital, making 
the distance in forty minutes. 

Upon arrival at the hospital, the animal was put into 
a well-bedded box stall, a blanket and derby bandages 
were put on, and he was given another dose of aromatic 


‘spirits of ammonia. He rested fairly well until about 


three o’clock that aiternoon, when he became delirious 
and broke down the door to his stall and fell out into the 
driveway ; he immediately got up again, however, and 
was led into the stall. This fall started a hemorrhage 
from the wound, but a compress was applied and the 
hemorrhage was soon stopped. At this time there was 
considerable swelling anterior to the point where the 
bullet entered. 

For an hour or so after the fall it looked as though the 
animal would die almost at any time. He was trembling all 
over and sweating profusely ; the mucous membranes 
were almost white, the pulse was still imperceptible and 
the horse was utterly blind. By tive o’clock that evening, 
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however, he had quieted down considerably and nibbled 
at his hay. The next morning he was very restless; he 
was up and down every few minutes and died at | p.m., 
December 3rd, 1928. 

An autopsy held almost immediately after the animal 
died showed that the bullet had ranged forward, downward, 
and slightly inward for about eight or ten inches until it 
struck and fractured the 8th rib, then ricochetted further 
inward, passed through the leit lung, and then entirely 
through the heart perpendicular to the ventricular septum. 
The bullet passed through the approximate centre of the 
heart and had evidently struck a rib on the right side, for 
it was found on the floor of the thoracic cavity, which was 
practically full of blood, some of which was clotted. A 
blood clot was sticking out through the hole in the peri- 
cardium. 

A bullet wound, especially one the size of a 45 calibre, 
entirely through the centre of the heart has heretofore 
usually been considered as immediately fatal, but this 
animal after being shot was ridden at the gallop tor several 
minutes, vigorously resisted being loaded in a truck for 
a quarter of an hour, walked a mile and a half to the 
veterinary hospital, and lived for over thirty hours. 


REVIEW. 


(Tierheilkunde und Tierzucht. Band 4. Stang, Dr. Valen- 
tin, Professor, Veterinary College, Berlin, and Wirth, 
Dr. David, Professor, Veterinary College, Vienna. 
Vol. 4, pp. iv-——790, 237 figures. 

The first three volumes of this Enclyclopedia of Veterin- 
ry Science and Animal Breeding have been reviewed in this 
journal in the numbers published on April 16th, 1927, and 

January 28th, 1928. The fourth volume contains eighty - 

nine articles dealing with subjects from Futterberech- 

nungen (Fodder calculations) to Granatrinde (Pome- 
granate rind). The subjects of Foodstuifs and Stud 

Management are dealt with at some length, one hundred 

pages and seventy-nine pages respectively being devoted 

to them, whilst Fodder Calculations, which also contain 
lengthy tables, and Gas Gangrene, have each twenty-five 
pages, and twenty are devoted to the subject of Grasses, 
which is plentifully illustrated with diagrams. 

As in the previous volumes there is an alphabeti¢al list 

f subject headings at the beginning and a more detailed 

subject index at the end of the volume. D. K. 


ANIMAL Export TRADE REVIVAL. 

** Britain is spoken of as the home of the world’s best 
pedigree farm stock,” says the Daily Mail, ‘* but the export 
trade in animals has been interfered with frequently in 
recent years by foot-and-mouth disease. 

‘** At present exports are looking up again, and within 
the last few days 140 Jersey cattle have left for New 
York and 38 Ayrshire cattle for Quebec and Montreal. 

“One lot of Ayrshires, consigned to Mr. Gilbert 
MacMillan, of Huntingdon, Quebec, includes a 7-years-old 
cow, Barboigh Lilac II., with a record of 1,303 gallons of 
milk, in a year, containing 3°94 per cent. of butter-fat.”’ 


ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT. 


{Northern Rhodesia Government Veterinary Department. 
ANNUAL Report, 1926; pp. 30.] 


The Staff comprised a Chief Veterinary Officer (J. Smith, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., J.P.), eight Government Veterinary 
Officers, thirteen Stock Inspectors and a clerk. 

The Chief Veterinary Officer, two Veterinary Officers 
and one Stock Inspector were located at Livingstone ; 
the remainder were distributed throughout the Territory. 
The Report is well arranged in three Sections, w/z. :— 

1. General work of the Staff. 

2. Animal Husbandry. 

3. Specific Diseases. 

A good general idea of the scope of the veterinary work 
in N. Rhodesia is conveyed in the opening remarks of the 
C.V.O., as follows :-— 

‘** Besides general inspections of both European and 
Native owned stock, and the inspection of animals for 
export to the Belgian Congo, the work has consisted of 
general supervision of stock movements in the Territory, 
advice on animal husbandry, inoculation of stock in the 
prevention and cure of disease, microscopical exam- 
ination of slides in the diagnosis of disease, and the 
testing of dip samples for stock owners.” 

The Chief Veterinary Officer may be congratulated in so 
arranging his Report as to place first those Sections 
which can best be understood by the lay reader. The 
Section on Animal Husbandry is of interest for the local 
farmer and is free from technical terms which might 
interfere with his easy perusal of information which he 
ought to have. 

As a rule, in similar Reports, the Section on Animal 
Husbandry is placed towards the end of the compilation 
and is thus liable to escape the layman who baulks at the 
earlier technical chapters. 

The subject of Animal Husbandry, moreover, deserves 
priority for other reasons: it is becoming increasingly 
evident that the modern veterinarian has a far wider 
utility than had the old-style ‘‘ medicine-man.” To be 
able to help farmers in pastoral adventure in a new country 
the veterinarian must take the lead in the knowledge of all 
matters pertaining to the welfare of stock. 

The following extracts from the Section on Animal 
Husbandry show how earnestly the first principles of 
stock farming are being studied by our professional brethren 
in N. Rhodesia :— 

On the whole, the health of stock has been quite satis- 
factory, and, as the result of the somewhat more favour- 
able climatic conditions, referred to above, there has been a 
corresponding decrease in mortality amongst calves. 
European-owned Cattle. 

Reports indicate that very little improvement in animal 
husbandry has taken place in the majority of herds. 
Calves are still apparently much neglected and the housing, 
in a number of instances, leaves much to be desired. This 
neglect in the care of calves is responsible for many ailments 
which, in turn are the cause of general unthriftiness, 
stunted growth and increased mortality. 

Neglect in castration, and delayed weaning are notice- 
able in some herds. 

Although greatly improved conditions are noticeable 
on some ranches, insufficient attention is still paid to the 
principles of good cattle mastership. 

The importance of supplying extra foodstuffs, especially 
during the dry season, to improved stock, and the main- 
tenance of health by good grooming of stabled animals, 
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does not appear to be properly appreciated. If good 
results are to follow the importation of well bred bulls, 
constant care and attention are necessary. If a rancher 
or farmer limits his financial outlay to that incurred in 
purchasing the animals, the success which follows the 
venture will also be limited. 

Although the advantage of regular dipping, in fluids 
of recognised strength, have been demonstrated for many 
years, there are still some cattle owners who waste both 
time and money by infrequent dipping in under strength 
solutions. 

It is questionable, too, if the majority of owners recognise 
the necessity of extra care in dipping during the time of 
the early rains and the period immediately preceding. 
The use of the tank is delayed until signs of considerable 
tick activity are evident. As a result, cattle become so 
infested with ticks that weeks of short interval dipping are 
necessary to eradicate them. 

The value of paddocking cattle is appreciated and 
extensions of fencing may be looked for whenever the 
financial position of owners warrants it. 

During the period under review, 54 bulls, 35 cows, 
and 52 heifers were imported to the Territory. Disap- 
pointment must be recorded at the smallness of the number. 
With the exception of a few progressive owners, a state of 
apathy appears to exist and many farmers are content to 
continue to use any bull which is available. Considering 
the rapidly increasing demands for dairy products, the 
number of female stock imported is particularly to be 
deplored. Northern Rhodesia possesses very few animals 
suitable for intensive dairying and conditions warrant 
very considerable increase in their number. 

It is to be hoped that the future will show that the 
opportunities are being realised and the import figures 
increase accordingly. 


Native-owned Stock. 

The result of the efforts, made by officials of the Depart- 
ment, to bring about improvement in animal husbandry 
has not been very encouraging. It is not, however, to be 
expected that any very marked improvement in this direc- 
tion can as yet be anticipated, but it is hoped that the con- 
tinued efforts of the Department may eventually be 
fruitful. 

Some natives, with more advanced views, are beginning 
to take more interest in animal husbandry. 

A few villages now possess young grade bulls, and, 
although these animals are of somewhat poor type, their 
acquisition by the natives may be taken as some indication 
of his enlightenment in regard to the evil results of in- 
breeding. 

Cattle, closely bound up as they are with native custom, 
have always been regarded as their bank and currency, 
and it is not surprising that more importance has always 
been attached to the quantity of stock owned than to 
quality. 

If the native is to derive any benefit from the cattle 
industry, he must pay more attention to animal husbandry 
in general, and, in particular, to the selection of bulls, if 
possible, by the acquisition of grade animals, with a view to 
improving the quality of his stock. If the native owner is 
to grasp this, careful and sustained instruction will be 
necessary. 

Pedigree stock, imported from the Union of South 
Africa, is being used by the Department for the foundation 
of a herd for the supply of pure-bred and grade stock to 
both europeans and natives. 

If real good is to follow the use of grade bulls, by native 
cattle owners, it is essential that they be brought to realise 
the disasters which are liable, and likely to follow neglect 
in animal husbandry. 


European and Native-owned Cattle. 

Although prominence has previously been given to the 
serious effects on the cattle industry consequent upon veldt 
fires, the matter is one of such importance that the previous 
remarks on the subject may well be repeated. 

Veldt fires destroy the grazing, frequently over large 
tracts of country, and, until the new grass grows, animals 
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are subjected to a long period of semi-starvation. Not 
only are large amounts of foodstuffs destroyed, but the 
better grasses are denied the shade and shelter necessary 
for their growth, and the land is robbed of manurial sub- 
stances which would have been returned had the long 
grasses been permitted to remain and rot. 

It must further be borne in mind that, where the ground 
is practically bared by veldt fires, there is little to hold 
up the rainwater, with the result that the soil is deprived 
of moisture as the result of the rapid draining of water 
from the land by the formation of new furrows and en- 
largement of existing ones. 


Cattle Industry. 

The demand for slaughter stock, both in Northern 
Rhodesia and the Belgian Congo, is steadily increasing, and, 
should operations in new mines reach the production stage, 
a further increase in demand must follow. 

The value of oxen has increased as a result of the demand 
for such animals in the mining areas and there is every 
indication that this demand will continue for some time. 

Once again attention must be drawn to the present 
condition of the cattle industry. 

Signs are not wanting that the increased demands for 
slaughter stock, which have been reported during the last 
few years, are likely to be maintained and still further 
increased. Corresponding indications, that the cattle 
industry is endeavouring to put itself into a condition in 
which it will be able to meet these demands are not so 
evident. This apparent apathy is not general, but the 
number of ranchers and farmers who appear to be making 
a determined effort to better the quality of their stock and 
increase their numbers, is far too small. 

The number of cattle which have been killed in the 
Territory, or exported to the Belgian Congo, during the 

riod under review, is 13,182. It is extremely question- 
able whether, in the present condition of the cattle industry, 
such a number can, economically, continue to be exported 
for more than a few years. 

The position is one which, in the writer’s opinion, 
requires careful consideration, and it is earnestly hoped that 
greater efforts will be made in the future, by our stock 
owners than have been evidenced in the past. 


Cattle Sales. 

Sales within the Territory have been well supplied 
and the majority of stock offered has been sold. This 
latter fact is, to some extent, due to the limited facilities for 
purchasing cattle in Southern Rhodesia owing to the 
position of African Coast fever. 

European stock offered for sale has, on the whole, 
been of improved quality, and the condition, generally, 
satisfactory. Native stock has been of ordinary ‘ scrub ”’ 
type. 

"Phe highest price obtained at.sales has been 35s. per 
100 Ibs. (dead weight), and the average price about 29s. 

Native stock realised 22s. and 25s. per 100 Ibs. (dead 

weight). 


Trading of Native Cattle. 
There is nothing to add to the remarks made in the 


‘last year’s report. It would appear that the time is not yet 


opportune for natives to bring cattle direct to the open 
cattle sales. 
Dairying. 

Although there has been a considerable increase in 
the production of butter, the supply still falls far short of 
the demand. 

During the period under review, 71,776 lbs. of butter, 
valued at £5,796, was imported into Northern Rhodesia, 
and the amount which passed through this Territory, in 
transit to the Congo from the Union of South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia, was 244,523 Ibs. valued at £19,171. 

In addition to markets for butter there is a demand 
for milk for the increasing European population in the 
mining areas. ; 

Much of the mining activity is in parts of the Territory 
in which, owing to the presence of Tsetse Fly, it is almost 
impossible to keep cattle for the milk supply. The 
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demand for milk is principally supplied by dairy farmers 
who are sufficiently favourably situated to ensure the 
supply arriving in satisfactory condition. 

With increased development in mining activities, it 
is possible that the farmers, at present supplying the mines, 
may not be in a position to meet the increased demand and 
that pasteurisation will be necessary in order to allow milk 
to be transported over considerable distances, to the 
markets. 

Pig Industry. 

In view of the steadily increasing markets for pork 
and bacon, it is regretted that very little progress, in this 
industry, is reported. 

Sheep. 

Very few sheep are kept in the Territory, and these 
mainly to supply the owner’s personal requirements. 

It is only on rare occasions that sheep are brought 
on to the open market s. 

Quite a number of unimproved sheep are owned by 
natives and these appear to do very well. 

Specific Disease. 

With the exception of pleuro-pneumonia, which disease 
exists only in rotseland, this Territory continues to 
remain free from the more important cattle scourges. 

The measures adopted to confine pleuro-pneumonia to 
Baretseland continue to meet with success, and there would 
not appear to be any reason why the introduction of the 
disease into other parts of the Territory need seriously 
be apprehended. 

As far as existing diseases are concerned, the situation 
remains very favourable as compared with other African 
Territories. 

Trypanosomiasis. 

The position with regard to the distribution of tsetse 
fly would appear to be little altered. There are, how- 
ever, indications of fly encroachment in the Lubwe and 
Kasamu districts of Namwala. 

The cattle census of Namwala District shows a consider- 
able decrease as compared with last year, which would, to 
a large extent, appear to be attributable to Trypanoso- 
miasis, a large number of smears from cattle in the Lubwe, 
Kasamu and Nvambo districts having proved positive to 
Trypanosomiasis. 

The transportation of fly by motor vehicles is un- 
doubtedly a grave menace to the settled areas, and calls for 
serious consideration. 

From observations made in Northern Rhodesia, motor 
vehicles of all kinds appear to be a great attraction to fly. 
It is also well known that fly, by whatever means trans- 
ported whether by human beings, game, or motor trans- 
port, may be carried a long way before showing any desire 
to feed. The distance, therefore, which fly may be trans- 
ported before deciding to feed must, to a large extent, 
depend on the rate at which they are being transported, 
which, in the case of motor transport, may be very con- 
siderable. It may, therefore, be assumed that motor 
traffic will result in fly being transported over much 
greater distances than would occur in the case of trans- 
portation by ox transport or human beings, and, possibly, 
by game. 

It is not intended here, to suggest that the distance 
which tsetse fly may be transported by motor vehicles is 
solely dependent on any vagaries of fly in regard to feeding. 
What particular attraction motor vehicles have to fly is 
not clear, but there would appear to be some attraction, 
other than the desire to feed. It has been observed that 
fly may be transported very considerable distances by 
motor vehicles without ever attempting to feed on the 
driver or other occupant of the vehicle. 

At the present time, at least in some localities in which 
there is not much motor transport, it is probable that 
the extent to which fly is transported into the settled areas 
results only in the periodical infection of cattle in the 
settled areas. 

With increased motor transport, it is certainly not 
beyond the bounds of possibility that the greater number of 
fly transported, of which there will possibly be a corres- 
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ponding increase of infective fly, will result in such settling 
in or on the immediate borders of the settled areas. 

As to the means of dealing with this threatened menace. 
The only means which readily suggests itself is the estab- 
lishment of inspecting stations, under European control, 
at which motor vehicles could be inspected, and an attempt 
made to destroy or remove the fly which may be dis- 
covered. If necessary, another station, a few miles beyond 
the first, on any route, could be established to ensure that 
fly have actually been removed from motor vehicles. 

Veldt Poisoning. 

Fewer cases of so-called veldt poisoning have come under 
notice. 

IT make use of the words “so-called” as it has never 
been established that the symptoms or post-mortem lesions, 
usually ascribed to so-called veldt poisoning, are due to any 
form of vegetable poisoning. 

The reported mortality from veldt poisoning cannot 
necessarily be taken as an indication of the extent to which 
actual mortality occurs from this condition, particularly as 
there has always been and always will be—until such time 
as the nature of this condition has been discovered and 
some pathognomonic symptoms and lesions determined 
by which the disease can be recognised—a tendency on the 
part of the stock owner to attribute many deaths, in which 
the cause is not apparent, to this disease. 

The similarity of symptoms, and post mortem lesions, 
of other diseases, to those usually ascribed to so-called 
veldt poisoning, undoubtedly leads to some confusion 
even where members of the staff are concerned, and it 
would not be unreasonable to assume that, at least, some 
of the mortality which has been attributed to this disease 
has been due to other causes. 

Research is proceeding, but, up to the present time, 
the nature of the disease has not definitely been determined, 
nor has any remedy been discovered. 

It is hoped that, with the establishment of the Research 
Station at Mazabuka, with its increased facilities for 
investigation of disease, the nature of the disease and its 
successful treatment may eventually be determined. 

The statistical tables, of which there are seven, show, 
inter alia, that the total number of cattle in the Territory 
was estimated at 366,771: no fewer than 285,896 animals 
were inspected during the year 1926. 

There were 148 dipping tanks in use. The report of the 
Veterinary Research Officer (Mr. R. A. 8. Macdonald) 
is, in parts, rather depressing. He is evidently doing his 
best to make bricks with very little straw: it is the old 
story of material insufficiency which has ever been the 
customary British way of treating veterinary resear2h, 
Mr. Macdonald tells us, for example :— 

Buildings, Equipment and Stock. 

No buildings were added to the Station during the 
year and existing accommodation is falling to pieces despite 
constant repairs by the Departmental Staff. The cottage 
used as a laboratory is in fair condition but the out-building 
accommodation for laboratory animals, sterilisers, stores, 
etc., is quite inadquate. 

The Veterinary Officer's and mud house is dilapi- 
dated and no longer weatherproof, and the Stock In- 
spector’s house is barely habitable. 

No items of apparatus were added to the equipment of 
the Station and any laboratory work per se becomes a 
matter of increasing difficulty. Perhaps the greatest 
handicap is the lack of artificial lighting, a laid on water 
supply, and a reliable source of heat. 

Tt cannot, of course, be expected that every African 
Administration should be completely equipped for all sorts 
of technical research ; one is constrained to repeat what was 
said in another recent review, namely, that the time is 
ripe for the co-ordination and co-operation of veterinary 
research in Africa. I have only one complaint to make 
concerning Mr. Smith’s report, a very minor complaint— 
he should use the term enzootic instead of endemic in refer- 
ring to discases of animals. 

J.W. 
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National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Quarterly Meeting of Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association was held at the Bonnington 
Hotel, Southampton Row, W.C., on Wednesday, April 
llth, 1928, with the President, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, in the 
Chair. 

There were also present : Captain H. R. Allen, Mr. J. C. 
Coleman, Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secretary), Major G. W. 
Dunkin. Mr. F. L. Gooch. Major Hamilton Kirk, Mr. C. 
Masson, Captain 8S. J. Motton, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, Major D. 8S. Rabagliati, Mr. H. L. Roberts, 
Captain W. K. Townson, Mr. E. Alfred West (Hon. 
Treasurer), Mr. J. Willett and Colonel W. A. Wood, 
together with Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor), and Mr. F. 
Knight (Secretary). 

At the outset, the Presivent apologised for being some 
minutes late, explaining that he had been detained by 
attendance at an important committee meeting of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and adding that the 
N.V.M.A. Council would be deprived through the same 
cause of the presence of a number of its members. 

The Minutes of the January Quarterly Meeting of Council, 
having been published in the Record, were taken as read, 
and were signed as correct. 


CORRESPONDENC®. 


(1) The SEcRETARY announced the receipt of apologies 
for absence from the following: Captain J. Anderson, 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Mr. W. H. Brooke, Professor 
J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. H. Carter, Major Brennan DeVine, 
Major J. Facer, Professor ‘S. H. Gaiger, Mr. A. Gofton, 
Captain O. V. Gunning, Principal F. T. G. Hobday, 
Mr. H. P. Hogben, Mr. R. Hughes, Major T. M. Inglis, 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, Mr. J. 8S. Lloyd, Mr. G. P. Male, 
Captain J. McAllan, Mr. J. MeKinna, Mr. R. B. Nelder, 
Major H. Peele, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers, Captain J. R. 
Rider, Captain W. Shipley, Lieut.-Col. P. J. Simpson, 
Captain G. W. Weir, and Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

The SEcrRETARY read Mr. McKinna’s letter, in the course 
of which the latter said :— 

** Please convey to the President and members how much 
I appreciated their very kind note of sympathy at their 
last Council meeting. 

**T am glad to say I am holding my own and hope to 
be able to be in London on Thursday for the Royal College 
Meetings.” 

(2) From the Secretary of State for Home Affairs, 
acknowledging the receipt of the Council’s letter in support 
of the application for registration under the Vivisection 
Act, made by Dr. A. Leslie Sheather, M.R.C.V.S. 

(3) From Dr. Sheather, thanking the Council for its 
support, together with a further letter, addressed to the 
President, as follows :— 

50a York Terrace, 
Regents Park, 
London, N.W.., 
February 17th. 1928. 
Dear Mr. President 

I am pleased to be able to say that, thanks to the support 
generously afforded to me by the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, the Home Office Authorities havo 


granted my request for the registration of my premises 
under the Visisection Act. I shall therefore Se in a 
position shortly to resort to animal inoculation in con- 
nection with any problem of diagnosis which may present 
itself to me. 

May I convey to you an expression of my sincere thanks 
for the ass'stance rendered to me and ask that this may be 
extended to the members of the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. LESLIE SHEATHER. 
The President, 
National Veterinary Medical Association, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, 
W.C.l. 


(4) Krom the Secretary of the National Horse Associa- 
tion of Great Britain, noting that the President of the 
N.V.M.A. had been appointed as the Association’s delegate 


to the proposed Conference on Slippery Roads at a date to 


be determined. 
(5) From the family of the late Mr. W. Augustus Taylor, 


F.R.C.V.S., expressing thanks for the Association’s sym- 


pathy in their bereavement. 

(6) From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Lustitute 
inviting the Association to appoint delegates to attend the 
39th Congress and Exhibition of the Institute, to be held 
at Plymouth, from July 16th to 21st. 

It was agreed that a delegate be sent, and, the President 
having expressed his inability to act, that the delegate 
be Captain ‘Townson. 

Replying to Mr. RoBrrrs, the PRESIDENT said that the 
Association’s delegate to this Congress was allowed reason- 
able out-of-pocket expenses. 

(7) From the Hon. Secretaries of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health inviting the Association to appoint delegates 
to the Congress of the Institute, to be held in Dublin, from 
August 15th to 20th. 

The Council agreed to accept the mvitation, and ap- 
pointed Professor J. J. O'Connor to represent the Associa- 
tion. 

(8) From the Town Clerk of Norwich, forwarded by 
Mr. H. P. Standley, to whom it was addressed, extending 
a hearty invitation to the Association to hold the 1929 
Congress in that city. 

The PrestpENT: This is a matter which can only be 
decided at the Annual Meeting. The Secretary has 
acknowledged, to the Town Clerk of Norwich, the receipt of 
this letter, which will, in the ordinary course, be submitted 
to our next Annual Meeting. 

Mr. Roserts: I| thought it was on the cards that we 
should go to Lancashire next time. 

The Prestpent: We have not received any other invi- 
tation at the moment. 

(9) From the Organising Secretary of the World’s 
Dairy Congress, 1928, forwarding a draft programme of the 
Congress, to be held in London from June 26th —June 30th, 
and thereafter at various provincial centres, and expressing 
the hope that the Committee would have the pleasure of 
welcoming representatives from the Association. 

The Presipent: I think there is no question at all as 
to the advisability of the Association being identified with 
so important a Congress as this. (Hear, hear.) 

The Hon. Secretary having proposed that delegates 
be sent, 

Mr. J. Wu.err said: I was wondering if this should go 
down to the Divisions so that we could be well represented. 
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The PrestpEnt : Ot course, the Divisions are represented 
on the Council here, and this invitation is extended to us 
as an Association. I have no doubt the Congress would 
welcome representatives from the Divisions, but I do not 
think we can deal with that under the heading o/ this letter. 
It has been proposed that we identify ourselves with this 
and that we send delegates. 

Mr. Goocn seconded, and the meeting concurred. 

It was pointed out that the officers of Special Section B of 
the Congress (Veterinary Medicine in reference to Dairy 
Cows), were as follows :—- 

President.—Lieut.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank. 

Vice- Presidents._-Professor J. B. Buxton, Professor F. 
Hobday, and Mr. J. R. Jackson. 

Section Secretary._-Mr. W. Little. 

The Council then appointed as delegates Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Mr. G. P. Male and Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

At the conclusion of the consideration of the correspon- 
dence, the SECRETARY said : With regard to the question of 
the control of cows reacting to the tuberculin test, I am 
unable to give a full report of returns from Divisions to 
the enquiries addressed to them on the subject by the 
Association, as we are awaiting the report of the Yorkshire 
Division. 

The PrestpENT: We shall have to defer the matter 
further. 

The next item on the agenda was: ‘‘ To receive corres- 
pondence addressed to the Association’s Representative in 
connection with the following matters: (a) National Clean 
Milk Society. Proposed legislation dealing with the 
milk question ; (6) The Royal Sanitary Institute. Dis- 
cussion on the desirability of amending the Public Health 
(Meat) Regulations, 1924. 

In regard to (a) the SEcRETaARyY reported that after 
correspondenve between the Chairman of the National 
Clean Milk Society and the Minister of Health, it had been 
decided by the Society not to press the Minister to receive 
a deputation, but to request that the Minister be made 
aware of the suggestions that the proposed deputation 
would have laid before him. 

Concerning (b), the PREsIDENT said: This matter will 
have to be left overt, in view of the fact that Lieut.-Col. 
T. Dunlop Young, who was the mover of the resolution 
which brought this subject to the notice of the Council of 
the Institute, has left the country for a period. , 


ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS. 


The Secretary read the following list of the names of 
gentlemen who, having paid their subscriptions and filled 
in nomination forms, came up for election by the Council 
as members of the Association: (Miss) H. Bisset (Edin- 
burgh); H. Burrow (Birmingham); R. D. Callaghan 
(Loughborough) ; B. A. Claxton (Wallington); C. P. 
Downes (Mullingar); H. F. Downie (Falkirk); H. M. 
Duff (London) ; E. J. Gill (Lambourn) ; J. Gordon-Souter 
(Newmarchar) ; 8. F. J. Hodgman (Sevenoaks) ; J. Holt 
(Leigh); W. Kearney (Cork); (Mrs.) K. Lamb 
(Carraroe); Allan Leslie (Manchester); EK. W. Little 
(Dublin) ; W. F. McConnell (Ledbury); H. Macdonald 
(Highgate); Robert Moore (Sheffield); A. B. Orr 
(Harrow) ; J. N. Peatt (Leominster) ; B. Philp (Cupar) ; 
J. Pickup (Barnet); S. Sharp (Dundee); R. Turnbuly 
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(Lewes) ; E. A. Webb (Newcastle Emlyn) ; E. A. Wilshaw 
(Shawford) ; and C. E. Woodrow (London). 

The Prestpent: I think, gentlemen, it is very satis- 
factory to have so many new members. (Hear, hear.) 

Major RaBaauiati: Is it possible for anyone to be a 
member of one of the Divisions who is not a member of the 
N.V.M.A. ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The elections were made unanimously. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


In the absence of the Chairman of the Committee 
(Lieut.-Col. Simpson), the report was read by the Secre- 
tary, as follows :— 

Monthly meetings of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee have been held during the past quarter. 

The Committee has again renewed the arrangement 
under which the Association’s Solicitors are paid an annual 
Retaining Fee. 

It is recommended that the Council accepts the in- 
vitation, received from the Acting Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, to nominate a member to serve on the Organising 
Committee of the 5th Internationa! Congress of Military 
Medicine and Pharmacy, which will be held in London 
in May, 1929; also that the Association’s representative 
on the Committee shall be the President or his nominee. 

Application has been made for membership of the 
National Horse Association of Great Britain. 

A Sub-Committee which was appointed by the President to 
consider a letter received from a member relative to the Army 
Council Order disbanding the Divisional Mobile Veterinary 
Sections of the Territorial Army as from 3lst March, 1928, 
made representations to the War Orfice urging a moditica- 
tion of the Order. The Committee regrets to say, however, 
that the Army Council, while fully and gratefully acknow- 
ledging the excellent work of the Mobile Veterinary 
Sections, was unable to take the view that these sections 
were essential to the Territorial Army in time of peace and 
consequently it felt unable to justify the expenditure of 
public funds which their retention would involve. 


The a with the War Office on this question 
has been published in the Record for the information of 
members of the Association. 

The PRESIDENT: Before putting to you the reception 
and adoption of this report, I will ask our Treasurer if he 
will give you a resumé of the state of our finances. 

Mr. E. AtrrED West (Hon. Treasurer) then sub- 
mitted a brief review in figures of the Association’s 
progress since the last meeting of Council. 

The statement continued: ‘‘ Whilst the position is 
undeniably satisfactory, it would be unwise for us not to 
realise that we are as yet (speaking entirely in relation to 
finance) only journeying by slow stages toward a con- 
dition of necessary strength. It must be our aim to 
acquire such resources as shall make jour Association 
useful and powerful. 

“The excess of income over expenditure is solid, but is 
still a long way from being sufficiently large to enable us 
to relax our prudence and carefulness. 

‘As is usual, the month of January brings in the majority 
of our subscriptions and this accounts for the amount of the 
available balance.” 

The Hon. Treasurer’s statement was received with 
applause. 

The Presipent: I think you will all agree that the 
report we have just heard from our Treasurer is extremely 


be in | 

| 

ia 

Hi | 

|! 

| 

; 

t 


Apri! 28, 1928, 


satisfactory, and his concluding remarks I am sure vou will 
accept, too, as proper and sound finance. 

The Hon. SEcreErary: I should like to move a vote of 
thanks to the Hon. Treasurer for his able report. 

Major DuNKIN seconded the motion, which was carried 
with acclamation. 

Sir Jonn Moore moved, and Mr. Goocu seconded, that 
the report be received and adopted, and this was carried 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE, 


Sir JoHN Moore (Chairman) read the following report 
of this Committee and moved its reception and adoption : 


During the past quarter, the Committee has met regularly 
every Monday, and a feature of its activities during this 
riod has been an attempt to organise on an effective 
asis the sources of clinical materia! and of abstracts from 
foreign journals, while an endeavour has been made to 
ensure a steady supply of original material by the establish- 
ment of a rotary system of contribution amongst the Panel 
of Collaborators. 

The chief reason which animated the Committee in 
pursuing this work of reorganisation was the periodical 
oceurrence of a dearth of material, and it was felt that in 
order to ensure an invariable standard of interest through- 
out the sections of the journal, it was no longer desirable 
to rely as heretofore upon the haphazard receipt of con- 
tributions. The particular measures adopted have 
included the issuing of personal letters to Collaborators, 
to the Secretaries of Divisions, and, through the latter, 
to every member of the Divisions, and the Committee 
would take this further opportunity of urging upon all 
members of the Association their obligation to assist the 
Committee in every possible way by forwarding material 
which they think would be of value and interest to their 
fellow members. 

The Committee desires to record its gratification with 
the excellent response which met its appeal made through 
the columns of the Record, to members to offer their 
services for the purpose of preparing abstracts of material 
from foreign periodicals. 

The Committee has resolved that a discussion on Record 
policy shall be arranged for at least four times annually. 

The Committee has been happy to render to the Royal 
Veterinary College Rebuilding Fund Comm ttee all possible 
assistance in the furtherance of its object by the publication 
of lists of subscribers, etc., in the Record. 

Every endeavour has been made by visitation and 
otherwise to increase the number of Record advertisers, 
and it has been found that the personal interest of mem- 
bers of the Committee in this matter has been productive 
of good results. The circulation of the paper is, however, 
inevitably limited by its professional nature and the 
securing of an increase in the number of advertisements 
is consequently a very difficult matter and one in which 
the Committee feels that it should call upon the good 
offices of every member of Council, and, indeed, of the 
Association, whenever opportunity offers. 


The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 


was seconded by Mr. West. 

Mr. CotemMaNn: I should like to propose that a vote of 
thanks to the members of the Editorial Congmittee for the 
great work they are putting in should be recorded on our 
minutes. (Hear, hear.) I think they are very attentive 
to their duties and are very regular in their attendance 
at the meetings of the Committee. 

Sir Joun Moore: I should like to mention what is 
perhaps a little omission from that report, and that is the 
activities of the small sub-committee formed from the 
Organising Committee to deal with press mis-representa- 
tions and mis-statements. I would like to inform the 
Council that whenever any gross mis-statements appear in 
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the press they are referred to a small committee, which 
immediately takes action, and we think that a very great 
deal of good has been done thereby. I am not prepared, 
just at the moment, to give instances of what has happened, 
but we had one very noticeable one a week ago relative to 
statements made by a sanitary inspector at some lecture he 
gave. 

The PRESIDENT: This matter comes up under the next 
report—-that of the Organising Committee. 

Sir JoHN Moore: That being so, I need not make any 
further remarks on the activities of this small sub-com- 
mittee. 

The PREsIDENT : Mr. Coleman proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Editorial Committee for their work, and I should 
like to have the opportunity of seconding that, as President 


of this Association. 1 think the work done by the Editorial » 


Committee is phenomenal. It takes up a great deal of 
time and energy and a great deal of care is necessary on 
the part of that Committee in dealing with the corres- 
pondence. Its members do not come in for a great deal of 
praise at times, but they are not expecting that: their 
work is in the interests of the profession, and I should like, 
as your President, to associate myself with the vote of 
thanks to the members of the Committee for their excellent 


work. (Applause.) 
The vote of thanks was accorded with enthusiasm. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND PuBLic HEALTH Com- 
MITTEE, 

In the absence of Mr. Male (Chairman of the Committee) 
the following report was read by the SECRETARY :~ - 

A meeting of the Veterinary Inspectors and Public 
Health Committee was held at 10 Gray’s Inn Square, 
earlier in the day, Mr. G. P. Male being in the chair. 

The Secretary announced that after further correspon- 
dence with an Insurance Company, and an interview with 
the Secretary of the Live Stock Offices Association, he had 
received an assurance from this company that the agreed 
scale of fees for the inspection of an i report on horses and 
cattle proposed for insurance will be strictly adhered to 
in the future. 

A letter was read from a member, saying that no decision 
had yet been reached by the Leeds Corporation as to the 
earrying on of the work under the Diseases of Animals 
Act on the retirement of the present holder of the appoint- 
ment, which will shortly take place. 

The Committee received Counsel’s opinion on the follow - 
ing questions : a 

1. Whether the Board has the power under the Milk 
aod Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914 to impose restrictions 
on part-time veterinary officers in burghs in respect 
of private practice, and, if so, to what extent ? 

2. Whether Section 3 (4) of the Act provides for the 
appointment of part-time officers in such a way as to 
remove the restriction which the Board seeks to impose 
in respect of practice ? 

together with a covering summarising letter from the 
Association’s Solicitor. 

In the light of this opinion the Committee decided that 
it be left to the Chairman and the Secretary to draft an 
appropriate letter to the Scottish Divisions and the Scot- 
tish Branch, and that the Divisions and the branch be 
told that the letter and opinion of Counsel (to be circulated 
to them) should be regarded as confidential to the extent 
that they are not for publication. 

It was further agreed that the best thanks of the Associa- 
tion be accorded to Mr. Langley for his services in the 
matter. 

The Committee gave consideration to the question of 
the drawing up of rules for the guidance of Veterinary 
Inspector Sections of Divisions. 
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It was agreed that the Secretary should write to the 
Secretaries of the Divisions pointing out the desirability 
of the drafting of such rules and the need for co-operation 
between the Veterinary Inspector Sections and the Division 
as a whole in any action which may be taken. It was 
further decided to indicate that, in the opinion of the 
Committee, it would be found desirable to appoint a small 
representative body with executive powers to deal with 
cases of emergency. ‘The letter was to make it clear that 
the Committee would be willing at any time to render 
assistance to the Divisions in the drafting of the rules in 
question. 

The Committee expressed sympathy with the action 
which certain Scottish Divisions of the Association are 
taking in connection with the work o° testing cattle under 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order (Scotland) 1923. 
The object of this action is to secure the appointment of 
general practitioners for the carrying out of this work 
under the supervision of the County Veterinary Inspector. 

A copy of the Diseases of Animals Branch Circular 
Letter No. 90 (Sheep Scab) 1928 and its accompanying 
memorandum were submitted. 

Major Rabagliati read a letter which he had received 
from a member, relative to the salary offered for the 
post of Assistant Veterinary Inspector by a certain 
County Council, in connection with which an advertise- 
ment had appeared in the Veterinary Record. It was 
reported that this matter was being dealt with by another 
Committee. 

The PresipENt: You have heard this report read and, 


as you will see, the Committee have received Counsel’s 
opinion with regard to the vexed question of the work under 
the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act and the position of the 
part-time man, who has a real grievance in Scotland. 
1 think it would be a matter of interest if we had it put 
before us by the Solicitor. 

Mr. C. O. LANGLEY outlined Counsel’s opinion for the 
information of the Council. [It will be noted from the 
report of the Committee that its publication is not desired]. 

The Prestipent: I am sure we are much obliged to Mr. 
Langley for the trouble he has taken in this matter, and 
to the Committee, also, for the work they have done in 
connection with it. (Applause.) 

The Hon. SECRETARY moved, and Mr. WEsT seconded, 
that the report be received and adopted. 

Mr. CoLEMAN : One thing that occurs to me is, why have 
no English part-time inspectors made similar complaints ? 
All these complaints are Scottish, but the same conditions 
exist among part-time inspectors in England and yet we 
never have any complaints. I know there are great 
grievances amongst part-time inspectors in my county 
and yet nothing whatever is being done. I have brought 
the matter up time after time, but it seems always to have 
been ignored. 

Mr. Witterr: They are not barred from private practice 
in England, as they are in Scotland. 

The motion was passed without further discussion. 


APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE, 


Mr. Gofton (Chairman) being absent, the following 
report of this Committee was read by the SEcRETARY :— 


The Appointments Committee met at Headquarters 
this morning under the Chairmanship of Mr. A. Gofton. 

Replies were received from all Colleges, with the 
exception of London, to the Association’s request to be 
informed as to the salaries paid to and the duties per- 
formed by members of the profession holding teaching 
appointments at these institutions. Having given careful 
consideration to the matter, it was agreed that no further 
action be taken beyond forwarding to the Edinburgh 


College, from which the request for action by the Associa- 
tion had emanated, a copy of the reply received from the 
School of Veterinary Science, Liverpool, upon receipt of 
sanction from the Director of Veterinary Studies. 

In accordance with the recommendation of Council the 
Lancashire Division submitted their views and criticisms 
on the existing scale of salaries for whole-time Veterinary 
appointments, together with suggestions as to its amend- 
ment. 

After discussion, it was agreed to recommend to the 
Council the adoption of a revised scale. 

A communication was read from Major Brennan DeVine, 
relative to the advertisement appearing in the Record of 
March 3lst for an Assistant Veterinary Inspector to a 
County Council at a salary which he considered an in- 
adequate figure, and one likely to lower the standard 
throughout the country. 

It was left to the Chairman of the Committee to interview 
the County Veterinary Inspector, with a view to ascertain- 
ing if there would be any possibility of benefit accruing 
from the making of a representation to the County Autbhori- 
ties in the matter. 

Correspondence was presented concerning the termination 
of the appointment of a member in the Malayan Veterinary 
Service, together with letters which had passed on this 
subject between this member, the Colonial Secretary, 
Straits Settlements, and the Colonial Office. 

The Committee came to the conclusion that in the 
member’s own interests it was not desirable that the 
matter should be pursued by the Association at the 
moment. 

The Committee felt, however, that use of the facts 
elicited in this case should be made, either by the R.C.V.5., 
or this Association, in the event of the acceptance by either 
body of the offer made by the Colonial Office to discuss 
any questions affecting the recruitment of Veterinary 
Officers for the Colonial Service. 

It was also decided to recommend that advertisements 
submitted for insertion in the Record of posts in the Malayan 
Service should not be accepted under the conditions at 
present prevailing. 

The Committee were in receipt of a letter addressed to 
the President by a member, drawing attention to the 
conditions attending the termination of his appointment 
as Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika Territory. 

Tt was resolved that the Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Tanganyika Territory, be communicated with on the 
matter. 

Major RaBaAGuiati having moved, and Captain Morron 


having seconded the motion that the report be received 
and adopted, 

The PrestpEnT said: You will observe that the recom- 
mendation from the Committee to your Council is that the 
rates of salaries to whole-time officers be considerably 
increased. 

Major Rapaeuiati: I would like to ask, what is the 
difference between a senior and a junior assistantship ? 
There may be three or four assistants, all of whom are 
equal—are they to be considered senior or junior ? 

The Presipent: I think the term “ junior assistant ”’ 
is applied where a young man is appointed under another ; 
that is, he has a period of probation. It was thought 
by the Committee that a salary on a somewhat lower scale 
would be justified in the case of a young man who was 
anxious to obtain further insight into the subject before 
he could regard himself as capable of taking on a senior 
position. 

Mr. Roserts : Some of us were wondering if it would be 
as well if a notice were put in the Record intimating that 
members could obtain copies of the Association’s scale of 
salaries for whole-time appointments, on application. 
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The PrEsIpDENT: Yes, that can be done. 

There being no further discussion, the motion for the 
reception and adoption of the report was put to the meeting 
and carried. 


ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 


The SEcrRETARY read the following report, in the absence 
of the Chairman of the Committee, Dr. O. C. Bradley :— 


The Organising Committee met at 10 Gray’s Inn Square 
earlier in the day with Dr. Bradley in the Chair. 

A letter was considered from the Hon. Secretary of the 
Western Counties Division, received through the Hon. 
Secretary of the Southern Branch, relative to the holding 
of a meeting of the Southern Branch at Plymouth on 
Thursday, July 19th, upon which date the Royal Sanitary 
Institute will be holding a meeting of its Veterinary 
Hygiene Section. 

It was resolved that the Secretary of the Southern 
Branch be asked to call a preliminary meeting for the 
purpose of considering the question of the division of the 
Branch into East and West Sections. 

The Committee gave earnest consideration to the question 
as to the continuance of the appointment of the Associa- 
tion’s Publicity Agent. A full report of the work done 
by him during his period of service was submitted. 

It was decided that the arrangement be not continued 
and that in future the work be conducted from the office. 

The reports of three meetings of the Sub-Committee 
appointed to deal with the correction of mis-statements 
concerning the Profession appearing in the press were 
submitted and approved. 

It was resolved to publish in the Veterinary Record, a 
letter from the Association to the Editor of the Cheltenham 
Echo, correcting certain statements made by the Borough 
Sanitary Inspector in the course of an address to Chelten- 
ham Rotarians on the subject of meat inspection; also 
correspondence between Mr. Stanley J. Bennett, of Luton. 
and Major Kirk concerning the establishment of an animals’ 
dispensary in the town. 

The Committee had before them the offer of Mr. Alex. 
Thomson, M.R.C.V.S., Director of Extension, Glass ow 
Veterinary College to do everything in his power to further 
the publicity of the Veterinary Profession under the 
direction of the Committee. 

Tt was agreed that this offer be gratefully accepted. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary of the Southern 
Counties Division requesting the opinion of the Committee 
as to the desirability of publishing in the Record a state- 
ment concerning the Division. 

It was resolved to ask the President to deal with this 
communication. 


Sir JoHN Moore moved, and Major Kirk seconded the 
motion, that the report be received and adopted. 

The PrestpENT: The first part of the report deals with 
questions affecting the work of the Southern Branch of the 


** National.’”” This Branch. as you know, has not been. 


operative—-it has never been operative—and although it 
might be very desirable there is apparently a difficulty in 
getting its members together. It has now been suggested 
that the Secretaries and Presidents of the Divisions in the 
Branch be called upon to meet together to discuss the 
possibility of holding a Branch meeting. 

The second point is that referred to by Sir John Moore-- 
the question of the correction of mis-statements in the 
press. Have you now anything to say further to complete 
your remarks, Sir John ? 

Sir Joun Moore: No, nothing further, except that the 
sub-committee will watch for mis-statements and deal 
with them as they occur. They also expressed a wish 
that if any members of Council or members of Divisions 
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come across any gross mis-statements they will refer them 
at once to the sub-committee. 
The report was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Major G. W. Dunkin (Chairman) read the following 
report of this Committee and moved that it be received and 
adopted :— 

A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee wes held 
this morning with Major Dunkin in the Chair. 

It was reported that the Tuberculin Sub-Committee had, 
with Sir John M’Fadyean’s approval, secured publication 
in the following newspapers : Aberdeen Press and Journal, 
East Anglian Daily Times, Farmer and Stockbreeder, 
and the Yorkshire Post, of a letter pointing out certain 
inaccuracies in their report of the remarks attributed to 


Sir John by Sir Merrik Burrell in the latter’s statement . 


to the Council of the Red Poll Cattle Society on the results 
of the conference between representatives of the Royal 
Agricultural Society and the National Farmers’ Union, 
with regard to the control of the distribution and use of 
tuberculin. This conference had been held to consider 
the Association’s request for support for their repre- 
sentations on the subject to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of Health. 

It was also reported that a note embodying the above 
information had been published in the Record. 

A letter was read from the Secretary, British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, stating that, while the proposals 
which had been made by the N.V.M.A., to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health concerning the 
control of tuberculin had been considered by his Council, 
no action had been taken in the matter. 

Consideration was given to a Private Member’s Bill to 
prohibit the vivisection of dogs. It was decided that the 
N.V.M.A. should co-operate with the Royal College oi 
Veterinary Surgeons in opposing the Bill. 

Captain TOWNSON seconded the motion. 

Major Kirk: What steps are we going to take to co- 
operate with the Royal College ? 

Major DunKIN: The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons are preparing a report for the information of the 
Research Detence Society, and it is suggested that we 
co-operate in that respect with them. 

Asa matter of fact, there is no need to bother very much 
about the Bill, because it will not go through. 

The motion was carried. 

The PrestpENT: I should mgntion that with regard to 
the Provisional Committee, there is no report. The work 
is going on very satisfactorily and everything is shaping 
well for a successful Congress at Newcastle in the month of 
September. (Hear, hear.) I know you will all support it. 
There has been no change in the arrangements, as already 
announced, and it was therefore thought that there was 
no need to make a report on this subject. 


Morion BY PrINncIPAL HOBDAY. 


In the absence of Principal F. T. G. Hobday, Major- 
General Sir JoHN Moore introduced the following motion 
standing in the name of the former :-— 

(i) That the National Veterinary Medical Association 
rejoin the Medical and Federated Allied Societies at an 
annual subscription of three guineas; it being under- 
stood that this subscription will be accepted instead of 
the previous one of five guineas. 

(ii) The Delegate appointed still to be a Member of the 
Medical Council. 
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Sir JoHN Moore: Major Hobday asks me to sponsor 
the motion that stands in his name on the agenda. I 
understand that this motion has been before the Council 
on a previous occasion, and the sum and substance of it 
is that Major Hobday is very anxious that the Association 
should contribute an annual subscription to the Federation 
of Medical and Allied Services. I understand that the 
previous subscription was £5 5s., but the Council of the 
“* National ”’ thought that they did not get value for that 
amount. 

Major DunKIN: Hear, hear. 

Sir Joun Moore: Therefore, the Federation have 
agreed that this amount of £5 5s. shall be cut down and 
that the annual subscription from the Association should 
be £3 3s. Iam sorry Major Hobday is not here, because 
he has been the delegate of this Association at the meetings 
of the Allied Societies and he knows more about the matter 
than anyone else, but he assures me that it is a very good 
organisation to keep in with, that it is very helpful and 
could be made very helpful on occasion. On that under- 
standing, he is firmly of opinion that the N.V.M.A. should 
contribute an annual subscription of £3 3s. instead of £5 5s. 
as heretofore. He also told me that he is quite willing to 
be appointed the delegate, which I think would be a very 
good thing. 

Mr. WItLert : I think it is in the memory of this Council 
that we discontinued this subscription because we felt 
that we were not getting any benefit whatever from our 
membership of the Federation. We received no report 
from our delegate, and therefore it was stopped. I am 
certainly not in favour of this being revived unless we get 
a report annually. 

Major Kirk: It is nice for the sister branches to be 
associated, but three years ago we joined the Federation 
and you may remember asking me to go down and in- 
terview one of the officials with a view to securing their 
help in the matter of the P.D.S8.A. We could not get the 
slightest help—it was just a waste of time. If we can 
get help from the Federation, I am all for it, but I would 
like to ask in what way they could help us. 

Captain Townson : I was going to ask the same question : 
in what way can this Federation help us? Can anyone 
give us some information about that ? 

The Prestpent: I think that this Federation can do 
some good if it is functioning properly ; it can exercise 
influence with members of Parliament and with others. 
I remember quite well the difficulty we had at that time : 
we subscribed for two years; the first year we did not 
consider we were getting any value, but we decided to 
continue for another year and we did not then receive any 
satisfaction from the Federation. I think, however, it 
would be desirable, if the mover of this motion would 
agree, to defer this until Major Hobday is here, when we 
can hear what he has got to say. 

Sir Jonn Moore: I would agree to that, personally, 
but [ was wondering whether pressure could not be brought 
to bear on the delegate to furnish a report. 

The PRESIDENT: Major Hobday was our delegate the 
first year and then Professor Buxton, but I do not think 
Professor Buxton attended, because there was nothing on 
the agenda of the meetings which was of interest to the 
profession. 


Major Dunkin: That is the whole point, Sir; the 
meetings that were held during the second year of our 
membership contained nothing of interest to the profession. 
I am strongly opposed to supporting the motion : even at 
£3 3s. it was dear for what we received from the Federation 
in return. 

Captain Townson proposed that, under the cir- 
cumstances, and particularly in view of Major Dunkin’s 
statement, no action be taken and that the £3 3s. sug- 
gested be not subscribed. 

The PresipENtT: There is a letter from Major Hobday. 
I think it should be read. 

The Secretary then read the following letter : — 


Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W.1. 


April, 1928. 

Dear Mr. Knight, 
I am extremely sorry, but I fear I shall not be able to 
be at the National Council Meeting on Wednesday after- 


noon, April 11th. 

Will you kindly see that the motion standing in my name 
is brought forward, as I think it is to our advantage to be 
associated with the Medical and Federated Societies, 
provided our delegate takes his place on the Medical 
Council—as was the case when I was the delegate—and 
attends their meetings. They are always willing to give 
us their support when asked. Sir John Moore will speak 
upon it if he is able to be at the meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 
F. T. G. Hospay. 

The motion on the agenda was seconded by Mr. Goocn. 

Major DunkIN seconded Captain Townson’s directly 
negative proposition. 

The Presipentr then put the agenda motion to the 
meeting, when it was rejected, two voting for and nine 
against. 

OTHER BUSINESS. 

Captain Townson : If I am not out of order, might we 
have a little more information, going back to item 4 (b) 
re Royal Sanitary Institute and the discussion on the 
desirability of amending the Public Health (Meat) Regula- 
tions, 1924 ? 

The SecrEeraryY: Professor Wooldridge was appointed 
to represent the Association at a discussion that was 
taking place, convened by the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
on the question of the desirability of amending the Public 
Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, but in consequence of 
Colonel Young’s departure for Australia, he being the 
mover of the proposed amendment, it has been decided by 
the Council of the Institute to drop the matter for the 
moment. 

Captain Townson: I did not quite understand that 
Colonel Young was the mover of the amendment and | 
am sorry I brought the matter forward, therefore. But 
the work is essentially veterinary surgeons’ work and, for 
the benefit of the veterinary profession generally, I think 
we ought to hold more appointments as meat inspectors 
than we do. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Goocu: The President has given me permission 
just to advertise the Arts and Crafts Exhibition which is 
taking place at Burleigh House on the 30th and 31st of May. 
In connection with that there is a stall which is to be run 
by veterinary surgeons and their wives. The Exhibition 
is practically instituted by Lady Exeter, on behalf of the 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


April 30th—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A. 


May 3rd- Meeting of the Central Division N.V.M.A. 
at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
May 10th—Nominations for Election to Council, 


R.C.V.S. 
May 24th—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and Annual 
Reports issued. 
Entries,due for D.V.S.M. Examination. 
May 30th—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be returned. 
June 7th—Annual General Meeting, R.C.V.S., 12 
noon, at 10 Red Lion Square. 
THE N.V.M.A. ScaLe oF SALARIES FOR WHOLE-TIME 
VETERINARY APPOINTMENTS. 


The attention of members of the Association is 
drawn to the fact that the Council has revised the 
above scale. They can obtain copies of the new scale 
upon application to the General Secretary N.M.V.A., 
10 Oray’s Inn Square, W.C.1. 

PROFESSOR GAIGER FOR THE ARGENTINE. 
‘lo ADvisk THE GOVERNMENT ON ANIMAL DISEASES. 

Professor 8. H. Gaiger, head of the Department of 
Veterinary Pathology in the University of Liverpool, 
has been granted leave by the University to proceed 
to the Argentine at the invitation of the Argentine 
Government. 

The professor is to act as expert adviser to the 
Argentine Government with regard to animal con- 
tagious diseases, but especially with reference to foot- 
and-mouth disease. The period for which his ser- 
vices were asked was twelve months, but he will 
return to the University for the opening of next 


(Contenued from previous page.) 
Re-building Fund of the Royal Veterinary College, and this 
stall is her own suggestion. This matter has been before 
the Midland Counties, Eastern Counties and Central 
Divisions, and I have a few circulars here. If any veter- 
inary surgeon here can send me anything towards the 
veterinary surgeons’ stall I should be very glad, and if 
any members care to come down we shall be delighted to 
see them. I may say that on the second day there is the 
Northamptonshire Show in the same Park. 

A long discussion took place as to the possibility of 
arranging the meetings of the Council at such times as to 
avoid their clashing with meetings of the Royal College 
Council and Committees, but no satisfactory solution of 
the problem presented itself. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct in the Chair. 


of , Veterinary Studies. 


session, and may go again to South America for a 
period next year. Professor and Mrs. Gaiger sail on 
May 2nd. 

Professor Gaiger has a wide experience of animal 
contagious diseases and has travelled extensively in 
this connection. He was for a number of years in the 
service of the Government of India, and while so em- 
ployed was the victim of an accidental laboratory 
infection with glanders. He made an amazing re- 
covery, but suffered the loss of his left arm. About 
ten years ago he undertook a mission to Peru to in- 
vestigate a disease of sheep in the Peruvian Andes. 
Whence Professor Gaiger came to the University of 
Liverpool in 1926 he had been for nine years in Scot- 
land, holding consecutively the posts of Principal of 
the Glasgow Veterinary College and Director of 
Research in the Scottish Animal Diseases Research 
Institute. The method of inoculation which he 
devised there against braxy in sheep is now extensively 
used in this country, and has been copied in other 
countries. 

Professor Gaiger is the University’s representative 
on the Agricultural Research Council of Britain, and 
has served on the Ministry of Agriculture’s Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease Research Committee since its inception 
and is anxious to see the University of Liverpool, 
from which he qualified twenty-three years ago, 
take a leading part in veterinary research. 


LIBERALS’ INVITATION TO PROFESSOR SHARE JONES. 


“An influential body of Anglesey Liberals have 
decided to approach Professor John Share Jones, of 
Liverpool University, with a view to nominating him 
as Liberal candidate for Anglesey,” says the Liverpool 
Post and Mercury. 

‘* Professor Share Jones, who was appointed Direc- 
tor of Veterinary Education at Liverpool University 
in 1918, lives at Pentrebychan Hall, Wrexham, and 
has taken a prominent part in the local administration 
of East Denbighshire. He is a recognised international 
authority on the economics of agriculture, and takes 
a keen interest in all questions relating to animal 
husbandry, such as compulsory insurance of livestock, 
of which he is a strong advocate. 

“He has been vice-president of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and secretary to the Board 
He has also done valuable 
work on the Wrexham Rural Health Committee. 

“His candidature would undoubtedly appeal to 
the agricultural section of the constituency. He is 
the author of the proposals concerning live-stock in the 
Liberal Green Book, and these proposals have been 
very favourably commented upon.” 


Foot-aANp-Moutu DISEASE. 


DANGER OF INFECTION IN BONE OF IMPORTED MEarT. 


At the last meeting of the East Sussex Agricultural 
Committee, Sir George Courthope, M.P., moved a 
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resolution calling upon the Minister of Agriculture to 
exercise his powers under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts in order to prohibit the importation of bone from 
countries where foot-and-mouth disease is prevalent, 
as the virus of the disease remained active for long 
periods in the bone marrow of chilled meat and cured 
bacon. He said that the Foot-and-Mouth Diseases 
Research Committee had found virus in bone matter of 
chilled meat 96 days after the carcase was frozen, 
and 76 days after in the case of the bone of imported 
bacon. 

Although it had not been proved beyond doubt 
that outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease had been 
so caused, there had been several mysterious outbreaks 
for which the officers of the Ministry had been unable 
to find any cause other than the undoubted fact 
that the animals first notified had had access to rubbish 
heaps containing bone of imported meat, or, in one 
case, were fed from scrap vegetable which had been 
cut up ona table in an hotel on which imported meat 
had also been cut up, thereby taking infection. He 
did not think it mattered that they only had suspicion 
and not proof. 

The only real argument against the prohibition of 
the bone was that the meat would be imported in a 
less attractive form, but there was no reason why the 
public should be deprived of their Argentine beef 
or cured bacon. The result of the drastic step taken 
by the Minister of Agriculture in the case of the 
importation of pork and fresh pig carcases from 
Europe, which was prohibited without notice, was 
that the pig industry in this country increased, and 
the price of pork was lower than previously. Meat 
coming frum abroad should be treated in the same 
way as the home product. 

Mr. Brand expressed the opinion that if all carcases 
had the head and tongue and feet intact it would be 
possible to tell whether the animal had been infected 
or not. Sir George Courthope explained that the 
machinery already in existence for boning could be 
utilised. 

The resolution was defeated by one vote. 


DiskAsE AND Pigs. , 

Mr. Guinness, replying to Mr. Hurd in the House 
of Commons on Monday, said: Out of 91 outbreaks 
of foot-and-mouth disease confirmed this year, in 
29 cases the disease originated in pigs, but 25 of 
these were traced to infection from other outbreaks. 
Of the remaining four cases, in only two was there 
any evidence that infection may have been contracted 
by the pigs coming into contact with butchers’ waste 
containing meat scraps which may have been of 
foreign or English origin, but there was no proof 
that this was the source of infection. The Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease (Boiling of Animal Foodstuffs) Order, 
as amended in February last, not only makes it an 
offence to bring any meat, bones, offal, etc., into con- 
tact with animals, or to feed them to animals, until 
the materials have been boiled, but also makes it an 
offence to permit animals to be brought into contact 
with the materials until the latter have been boiled. 


Roaps. 


We think it may be of interest to the profession to know 
that the cost of the special shoeing recommended by 
Government White Paper (after 12 months’ practical tests 
in 22 counties), namely, Gray’s Patent Flexible Bridge 
Pads, is now greatly reduced, and the price of the effective 
speciality referred to is favourably competitive. 

We feel sure that many of our readers have realised that 
slippery roads are the greatest bugbear to attaining full 
efficiency with horses, and the importance of a sound 
method of overcoming the difficulty by improved shoeing 
certainly warrants our commending that full advantage 
be taken of the fact, by the veterinary profession. as a 
whole, advising clients accordingly, as a sound means of 
furthering horse interests, at a time when this is of vital 
importance. 

Ligut AND HEAT IN MEDICINE, SURGERY AND PuBLic 
HEALTH. 


SEcOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND [EXHIBITION. 


The Second International Conference on Light and Heat 
in Medicine, Surgery and Public Health, will be held in 
London from 29th October to Ist November, 1928. 

Owing to the success of the previous Confereace, which 
took place in December of last year, the forthcoming 
Conference will be held in the University of London, South 
Kensington, 8.W.7, when it will be led and supported by 
an even greater number of distinguished British and 
foreign authorities. The subject will be discussed both 
from its therapeutic and scientific aspects, and it is hoped 
to arrange visits to representative clinics where the most 
modern methods of utilising light and heat for therapeutic 
purposes will be seen. 

Simultaneously with the Conference, an Exhibition ot 
the most up-to-date apparatus and accessories for ultra- 
violet, radiant heat, and allied forms of therapy, will be 
held in the Great Hall of the University, adjoining the 
Conference Hall. The Exhibition will be on a more extended 
seale than last year, owing to the greater facilities available, 
and will comprise interesting exhibits by learned societies 
and institutions. 

Reduced rail fares will be obtainable in England aud 
Scotland for those attending the Conference. 

The Conference and Exhibition are again being organised 
by the British Journal of Actinotherapy (17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.1), who will gladly send all 
available details to any veterinarian on request. 

SUSSERIN.” 
(See advertisement on page iv.) 

In reference to the above, Messrs. Bayer Products, Ltd. 
write as follows :— 

‘SusseRIN’ (Swine Erysipelas Serum) is an officially 
tested and approved bactericidal serum for the prophy- 
laxis and curative treatment of erysipelas in swine. It 
combines swiftness of action with maximum potency. 

‘**For preventive purposes, 1.5 ¢.c.—15 ¢.c. Susserin is 
injected subcutaneously in conjunction with 0.5 ¢.c. of 
‘Bayer Cross’ brand Swine Erysipelas Cultures. The 
latter are specially selected cultures that have been care- 
fully tested for their immunising properties. This simul- 
taneous inoculation renders pigs immune for five months, 
but by re-inoculation with 1 ¢.c. of the cultures a fortnight 
after the first injections, immunity is prolonged up to | 
year. 
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““In-contacts and pigs on suspected farms are given 
subeutaneous injections of 5—20 e¢.c. Susserin as an 
emergency measure. If they remain healthy for 14 days, 
inoculation with the cultures is resorted to. 

* For curative treatment the serum ‘ Susserin’ is used 
alone, the usual dose being 20—40 ¢.c. The injections 
are given subcutaneously, intramuscularly or intraperi- 
toneally and, if possible, at the same time, intravenously. 
Unless the case is a very severe one in which endocarditic 
changes have already taken place, treatment with Susserin 
always results in a cure. 

‘“* When stored in a cool place, protected from light and 
frost, Susserin will keep for at least three years. The 
cultures remain fully effective for four months. 

‘* Both ‘ Susserin’ and * Bayer Cross’ brand of Swine 
Erysipelas Cultures are inexpensive products. They are 
supphed only to members of the veterinary profession. 

** Susserin ’ is obtainable in bottles of 50 ¢.c. and 500 e.c. 
and * Bayer Brand’ Swine Erysipelas Cultures in ampoules 
of 10 ¢.c. and 15 c.c. from Messrs. Bayer Products, Ltd., 
19 St. Dunstan’s Hill, E.C.3.” 


VETERINARIANS AT B.M.A. MEETING. 

At a general meeting of the Border Counties Branch of 
the British Medical Association, held at Storms Farm, 
Keswick, on March 16th, at the invitation of Mr. J. A. 
Spedding, more than fifty members and friends were 
present, the latter including many members of the 
Dumfries,and Galloway Division of the N.V.M.A. The 
whole process of the production of certified milk was 
demonstrated, and after tea Mr. Spedding gave an address 
on pure milk production and grading. 

Mr. R. Simpson, chief veterinary officer to the Cumber- 
land County Council, read an instructive and interesting 
paper on the subject of milk production and bovine 
tuberculosis in relation to public health. After referring 
to the food value of milk, he remarked that bacterial 
contamination was to a large extent preventable if suitable 
methods were employed, though the position in regard to 
tuberculous infection was still far from satisfactory. 
Recent legislation would be productive of good, provided 
that there was strict and uniform administration through- 
out the country. The education of the public with regard 
to the value of milk should be intensified in order that 
recognition of the danger of dirty milk might induce people 
to pay the higher cost of graded milk. Mr. Simpson 
insisted that the elimination of tuberculosis in man must 
to a very large extent be dependent on its eradication from 
cattle, where it was still very prevalent ; in this country 
it was by far the most important animal disease. He 
then referred to the satisfactory improvement in New- 
castle as regards the fall in the number of samples collected 
of tuberculous milk. He also alluded to the difficulties in 
tracing infected cattle, and summarised the steps taken to 
prevent human infection, with special reference to legisla- 
tion and the various orders, indicating the lines on which 
further development should proceed. 

Dr. F. H. Morison, medical officer of health for Cumber- 
land, considered the subject of graded milk from the public 
health point of view. 


H.M. OrFicE PUBLICATIONS, 

The undermentioned have been published recently. 
Copies can be purchased through any bookseller, 
or directly from H.M. Stationery Office, at the following 
addresses :—London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, 


and 28 Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1 St. Andrew’s 
120 


Crescent ; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh : 
George Street Price Post 
or Commons Bits, 1928. Net. Free. 
17. Dogs Act (Amendment). To 
Amend the Dogs’ Act, 1906 
23. Slaughter of Animals (Scotland). 
To provide for the Humane Slaughter 
of Animals in Scotland _... ws @ | O 1% 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, MINISTRY OF :— 
Live Stock. Report on Dr. Serge 
Voronoff’s Experiments on the Im- 
provement of (24-0108-00-00) .. 0 9 010 | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Promotion of Hair Growth. 
To THE EpitoR OF THE VETERINARY ReEcorD. 

Sir,—Last July I put a male Pomeranian dog (age 19} 
years—is this a record authenticated age for this type of 
dog ?) on Hormonigen Tablets No. 4 (Hewlett), twice a day. 

At this time, except for hair round the head and first 
portion of the neck, and the hind legs below the hocks, 
the dog was hairless. 

When paying the bill, the owner stated that hair had 
completely grown, and the dog was the wonder of the 
village, and asked me to see it when I was near. The 
opportunity occurred yesterday, and hair has grown over 
all parts, and on parts not previously covered. The old 
hair was of a fawny tint, and all this came out, and has 
been replaced by jet black hair.—Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Torr, M.R.C.V.S. 

1 St. Cross Road, Winchester. 
April 18th, 1928. 
Mare’s Milk. 
To THE Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD, 

Sir,—1 shall be grateful if you will allow me to make an 
appeal, through the Record, to members of the profession 
for samples of mare’s milk again this season. About 6 to 
8 ozs. is sufficient for analysis and a couple of drops of 
formalin should be added to the milk. 

Information regarding the samples will be appreciated, 
such as the age and breed of the mare, the time interval 
since foaling, together with a note as to the manner to which 
the foal is thriving.—-Yours faithfully, A. G. Linton. 

Department of Hygiene, 

Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 
April 24th, 1928. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :-~ 
Communications from Mr. P. Meikle, Professor RK. H. 
Smythe and Mr. Oscar Stinson. 


R.C.V.S. Council Election. 


To THE FELLOWS AND MEMBERS OF THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION. 


Gentlemen,— Once again I offer myself as a candidate for 
election to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

My policy is that of progress, and I believe that one 
of the means by which this may bée‘Attained is by increasing 
the educational facilities of our students. 

I should like to see each of our teaching colleges affiliated 
to a University. Such affiliation would not, in my 
opinion, imperil in any way the one portal system of gradu- 
ation of which we are so justly proud, but it would provide 


‘our students with a broader outlook than is possible under 


the present system, making them more fitted for the in- 
creasing responsibilities they are called upon to assume, 
at a period in their careers when it is most necessary. 

The anomalous position of part-time veterinary officers 
in the North and the hardships endured by many similarly 
placed in the South, will always receive my earnest and 
close attention. 

Certain Colonial appointments need further considera- 
tion, both with regard to emoluments and to actual duties. 
Tenure of office must be made more secure. 

The nine consecutive years I have — on the Council 
and certain Committees of the National Veterir 


Medical Association have brought me into close touch with 
many matters of vital professional importance and it is 
my earnest desire to continue to serve my profession. 
GrorcE W. DuNKIN (Major). 
National Institute for Medical Research, 
Farm Laboratories, 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. 
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REDUCTION IN PRICES 
of VACCINES, SERA, etc. 


Considerable Reductions in the prices of Vaccines, Sera, etc., are 
announced in the new handbook recently sent to all Veterinary Surgeons 
i by the Genatosan Veterinary Department. Members of the profession 
if who have not received this handbook or require further copies are 
! invited to write to Genatosan Ltd., Loughborough, Leicestershire. 


Prepared at L’Institut de Serotherapie de Toulouse, France. 


BLACKLEG VACCINE and SERUM ti: BLACKLEG 
BLACK QUARTER. QUARTER EVIL and MURRAIN. 


VACCINE available in three types: A.—Attenuated Living Spore Vaccine 
{in liquid or pellet form}. B.— Aggressin {supercentrifuged}. C.—Formalised 
Vaccine. {14 days notice is required for the preparation of types B. and C.}. 


SERUM for the innoculation of infected animals. _ 


Prepared at the Bacteriological Laboratory of Laigle, France. 
ALVOR {or CONTAGIOUS SEPTIC PNEUMONIA in LAMBS and 


CALVES, a preventive and curative vaccine, consisting of an emulsion of 
Bacillus Pyogenes, Pasteurellze and Streptococci. Being sterilised and detoxicated 
this vaccine gives neither a general nor local re-action, even in young animals. 


CYTOR {.: WOUND INFECTION, SUPPURATIVE CONDITIONS, 
SURGICAL INFECTION, a preventive and curative vaccine, valuable in 
cases of Abscesses, Lymphangitis, Arthritis, Fistulous Withers, Poll-evil, Quittor, 
Nail-Pricks, Wire-cuts and Laminitis. 


Prepared at the Pasteur Institute, Paris. 
PASTEUR ANTI-ANTHRAX VACCINE ior prophy- 


lactic vaccination against Anthrax. Special vaccine supplied for Intradermal 
administration for use in the Cdlonies. 


PASTEUR ANTI-ANTHRAX SERUM fc: use in a 


collection of animals in which Anthrax has already broken out. 


SUPPLIED TO THE VETERINARY PROFESSION ONLY. 
Handbook giving prices and descriptive literature sent free on request. 


GENATOSAN LTD. 


Sole Concessionaires for the U.K. and Colonies. 
VETERINARY DEPT. LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE. 2 
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